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Toru Yoneda
Chairperson, Specified Nonprofit Corporation Japanese Geoparks Network

Since its founding in 2009, the Japanese Geoparks Network (JGN) has worked to spread geoparks
within Japan and for collaboration between geoparks. In addition to JGN serving as the contact point
for various inquires and inspections from the Geoparks in other countries, JGN has participated in
international geopark conferences and the Asia Pacific Geoparks Network (APGN) symposium, sharing
details of its own activities.

I was elated when geoparks were recognized as an official UNESCO program in November 2015,
but I was also aware that geoparks needed to promote activities that were in line with UNESCO
principles. The spread of geoparks in Asia Pacific Region in particular is an important issue that existed
before geoparks gained status as an official UNESCO program. This issue led JGN to work on this
project as a project that utilized its teamwork. Specific details will be introduced in the body of this
report, however, throughout the project that took place this fiscal year, people involved with geoparks
in three Southeast Asian countries were invited to Japan, where they participated in the Geoparks Niigata
International Forum, the National Conference of Japanese Geoparks Network (held at the Izu Peninsula
Geopark), and the Japanese Geopark Evaluator Workshop. In addition to providing information about
the JGN’s network activities for their reference, we also participated in an international conference held
in the UK, where we worked to increase knowledge of the project. These activities of this project were
a first for JGN. Although we had to feel our way through in many places, I feel it was a very meaningful
undertaking.

Networking and the spread of geoparks in countries where geoparks either do not exist or are
limited is a fundamental principle of UNESCO Global Geoparks. This spread is also connected to the
communication and awareness of the principles of UNESCO itself. JGN will continue to work in this
area, granting it as an important activity. Finally, I would like to conclude my introduction to this report
by expressing my gratitude to the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology for

their support in the implementation of this project.
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Purpose
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Global Geoparks have been designated an
official UNESCO program under its International
Geoscience and Geoparks Programme (IGGP). As a
result, there is an increased demand for Global
Geoparks Network (GGN) members to work toward
the spread of geoparks in countries with no
geoparks or only a limited number of geoparks.
There are high expectations that Japan — with its
eight UNESCO Global Geoparks and a domestic
network that is very active, even by international
standards — will promote capacity development in
these countries.

Geopark activities in Japan are characterized
by an expertise in a middle-up-down style, where
municipalities play the role of coordinator,
encouraging participation from local residents and
private organizations, while at the same time
support is provided by the top-level government
institutions of individual prefectures and the
national government. The active domestic network
provided the foundation for Japan’s expansion to
eight global geoparks in only a few years since the
creation of Japan’s first global geopark in 2009.
However, despite being in a position to share these
experiences, Japan’s sharing is impeded by such
factors as a limited number of personnel able to
engage in discussions in English, limited experience
in international exchange, and an introverted
national character. These factors mean that Japan is
currently unable to adequately communicate
information on its activities. Furthermore, Japan
still lacks adequate opportunities for women to
participate equally in society, so an additional issue
for geoparks is to create environments supportive of
active women.

These reasons have led the Japanese Geoparks
Network (JGN) to engage in capacity development
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for countries with no geoparks or only a limited
number of geoparks. To this end, the JGN is
utilizing the Official Development Assistance
Grants for UNESCO Activities, a Japanese
government project to support the spread and
development of education, science, and culture in
developing countries located in the Asia-Pacific
region and other areas. In order to implement this
JGN project, three countries eligible for support
were selected. Malaysia and Vietnam are located in
Southeast Asia, where there are few geoparks.
Despite submitting approved regions in a relatively
quick timeframe, both of these countries have
subsequently produced no new geoparks. The third
country is Thailand, which has been proceeding
with preparations for its first geopark application.
JGN hopes that progress in this project will allow it
to create a model for the advancement of Japan’s
internationalization that contributes to the

development of geoparks.

Key individuals involved in geoparks in the
three countries eligible for support (Malaysia,
Thailand, and Vietnam) were invited to the
following geopark events held in Japan and the UK
in 2016. In addition to allowing these individuals to
observe the state of activities in Japan, these events
also provided an opportunity for them to
communicate with people involved in geoparks
both in Japan and globally. This, in turn, supported
geopark development in the countries eligible for
project support and allowed for an exploration of
techniques to promote internationalization in Japan.
Project 1: Participation in the Geoparks Niigata

International Forum (Niigata City and
Itoigawa City, Niigata Prefecture)

July 27 (Wednesday) — 29 (Friday), 2016
Meetings & Excursion Participation,
Project Kickoff Workshop, Wrap up
Meeting
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Numazu City, Ito City
and Izu City

Project 2: Participation in the 7% International

UNESCO  Global
Geoparks (Torquay, UK)

September 26 (Monday) — 30 (Friday),
2016

Meetings & Excursion Participation

Conference on

(including oral presentations and

Geofair booth exhibit), Project Meeting

Project 3: Participation in the 7™ National

Conference of Japanese Geoparks
Network in the Izu Peninsula (Numazu,
Ito and Izu City, Shizuoka Prefecture)
October 10 (Monday) — 13 (Thursday),
2016

Meetings & Excursion Participation
(including five poster presentations),
Project Meeting, Wrap up Meeting,
Courtesy Visit to the Japanese National

Commission for UNESCO

Project 4: Participation in Japanese Geopark

Evaluator Workshop, Hosting of Project
Summary Conference (Tokyo)
December 9 (Friday) — 11 (Sunday),
2016

Participation in Workshops, Project

Meeting, Project Summary Conference
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Project Participants
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Role in the

Project Member

project Country Title Name.~Institution Pl P2 P3 P4

Leader Japan Ms. i@k %+ Hiroko Torigoe O o O
Itoigawa UNESCO Global Geopark

Sub-leader | Japan Mr. & EJr  Shinsuke Nakamura O O O O
Hakusan Tedorigawa Geopark

Sub-leader | Japan Mr. A4 Nire Kagaya O O O
Toya Caldera and Usu Volcano UNESCO Global
Geopark

Sub-leader | Japan Ms. % /1% Kana Furusawa O O O O
Muroto UNESCO Global Geopark

Project Staff | Japan Ms. A &4 Kanalwai O
Sakurajima-Kinkowan Geopark

Project Staff | Japan Ms. KAl AA  Yuka Omae O O O
Mt. Apoi UNESCO Global Geopark

Project Staff | Japan Ms. JEFFILAT  Riyeko Fujii O O
Minami-Alps (MTL Area) Geopark

Project Staff | Japan Mr.  EifG #& Makoto Takahashi O o O
Izu Peninsula Geopark

Project Staff | Japan Mr. BB Fudt  Kazunori Noguchi o O O O
Nanki Kumano Geopark

Project Staff | Japan Ms. /bl =B Mari Koyama o O O
San'in Kaigan UNESCO Global Geopark

Project Staff | Japan Ms. % O Hikari Shiba o O O O
Sakurajima-Kinkowan Geopark

Project Staff | Japan Ms.  Teresa Sadkowsky O
Oki Islands UNESCO Global Geopark

Secretariat | Japan Mr. #ERE JE— Seiichi Saito O O
Secretary General, Japanese Geoparks Network

Secretariat | Japan Ms. #4 JFF Masako Kamiya
Japanese Geoparks Network

Secretariat | Japan Ms. W% AAT Tomoko Naito
Japanese Geoparks Network

Secretariat | Japan Dr. HIY #HE Kuniyasu Mokudai o O
Chief Researcher, Japanese Geoparks Network

BHPEZE  Invited participants

Invitee Malaysia ~Ms.  Annur Hajar Ahmad O O
Center for Global Archeological Research, Universiti
Sains Malaysia (USM)

Invitee Malaysia Dr.  Sharina Abdul Halim O
Institute for Environment and Development
(LESTARI), Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM)

Invitee Malaysia Dr.  Tanot Unjah O O O
Institute  for Environment and Development
(LESTARI), Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM)

Invitee Thailand Mr.  Narongrit Thungprue O
Thungwa Subdistrict Administrative Organization,
Satun Province, Thailand

Invitee Thailand Ms.  Pakkaporn Singhwachiraworakul o O O
Management Program, Vongchavaritkul University,
Thailand

Participant | Thailand  Dr. Tawsaporn Nuchanong O
Department of Mineral Resources (DMR), Thailand




Role in the

UNESCO Global Geoparks Council

) Country Title  Name.~Institution Pl P2 P3 P4

project

Participant | Thailand Mr.  Anukoon Wongyai O
Geological Survey Bureau, Department of Mineral
Resources (DMR), Thailand

Participant | Thailand Mr.  Surachai Siripongsatian O
Geological Resource Conservation and Management
Division, Department of Mineral Resources (DMR),
Thailand

Participant | Thailand Dr.  Apsorn Sardsud O
Department of Mineral Resources (DMR), Thailand

Invitee Thailand Mr.  Rath Jitrattana O
Department of Mineral Resources (DMR), Thailand

Participant | Thailand Ms. Chanchana Khamcha O O O O

Invitee Department of Mineral Resources (DMR), Thailand

Invitee Vietham  Ms. Do Ngoc Huyen O O
Vietnam Institute of Geosciences and Mineral
Resources (VIGMR)

Invitee Vietnam  Ms. Nguyen Lan Huong O O
Center for Karst and Geoheritage Research, Vietnam
Institute of Geosciences and Mineral Resources
(VIGMR)

Invitee Vietham  Ms.  Nong Thi Tuyen O
Tourism Management Division, Cao Bang Provincial
Department of Culture, Sports and Tourism

Invitee Vietnam  Ms.  Tran Thi Hoang Mai O
Vietnam National Commission for UNESCO
(Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Vietnam)

Invitee UNESCO Prof. Shahbaz Khan O
UNESCO Office, Jakarta
(Regional Science Bureau for Asia and the Pacific)

Participant | UNESCO Dr.  Ai Sugiura o O

Invitee UNESCO Office, Jakarta
(Regional Science Bureau for Asia and the Pacific)

HAR— hA% > 7  Support Staff

Support Staff | Japan Dr. KA [ Hisashi Oiwane O
Mishima Kikai Caldera Geopark

Support Staff | Japan Dr. K¥ & — Marekazu Ono o O O
Unzen Volcanic Area UNESCO Global Geopark

Support Staff | Japan Mr. &Il H— Masakazu Furukawa o O
San'in Kaigan UNESCO Global Geopark

Support Staff | Japan Dr. #i4 [E7  Atsuko Niina o O
San'in Kaigan UNESCO Global Geopark

Support Staff | Japan Dr. #Jft #3  Noritaka Matsubara O O
San'in Kaigan UNESCO Global Geopark

Support Staff | Japan Ms. LN JHEF  Mariko Yamauchi o O
Aso UNESCO Global Geopark

Support Staff | Japan Mr. JRH E.R  Takumi Harada O O O
Mt. Apoi UNESCO Global Geopark

Support Staff | Japan Dr. #8fi 7B Hiroaki Ugai
Amakusa Geopark

7 R/3A H—  Adviser

Adviser Japan Prof. "HH fith Setsuya Nakada O O O O
Japan Geopark Committee

Adviser Japan Dr. J%iJ EA Mahito Watanabe O O O O
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Content of Implemented Projects
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Activities at the Geoparks Niigata International Forum
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B-1-1. Outline

[Date] July 27(Wednesday) — 29(Friday), 2016
[Location] Niigata City, Niigata Prefecture
[Main Venue] Toki Messe, Niigata Convention

Center (6-1 Bandaijima, Niigata City)

Program
(72277 4] PPrograml
A #& Date 7+ —7 507 v 7 A Forum Program JGN Capacity Development Project
27 HOK) 14:00-17:00 | K7 U7 3y hU—2 U= a3y | 900~12:00 ¥ v 747 T —7 v ay
27 (Wed) A A
East Asian Network workshop Kickoff workshop
19:00-21:00 | V=)L LoR—T 4 — T VB BoSN—T 4 =B
Welcome Party Participate in welcome party
28 H(K) 9:30-12:30 P« JEFRGHTR - FBIHE “H 74 —T KB
28 (Thu) Opening  ceremony, Keynote | Participate in forum (all day)
speeches, Example reports
9:30-14:00 R RBR T 0 7T s
Activity fair
14:00-15:00 | /SRAT 4 AT v va v - R
Panel discussion, Closing ceremony
15:30-18:00 T AR—a v T AT —a B
Excursion Participate in excursion
18:30-20:00 KRR
Welcome ceremony
29 H (%) 8:30-15:00 TY A= a v TI A= a B
29 (Fri) Excursion Participate in excursion
15:30-18:00 E & HI—FT 4 7
Wrap up meeting

B-1-2 7 #—F7 LONE
ZDTF—T LlE, VAN I IEE ORI
JEDOm L, T VT TOVAN—T DXy
N —2 %K A Z LR B, BRENIC
b oA ARAAWROA =7 L 2D

B-1-2. Forum Content

The objectives of this forum were to improve
awareness of geopark activities and to expand the
geopark network in East Asia. The Itoigawa
UNESCO Global Geopark and two Japanese

national geoparks located in Niigata Prefecture

DFvaFNTF =T pnhi b 7o T

fESniz, 7+ —7 L TIE, K7 V7 &2
(2 10 Huld BRERF DI, HERET O
SR v hY— 7 o fka B L

were the primary hosts. Presenters were invited to

the forum from ten regions generally located in East
Asia, with the forum featuring keynote speeches

that were open to the public and discussions that
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sought to strengthen networks. Including the
Activity & Experience Fair which was held for the
public, over two days there were approximately
2,500 attendees. An excursion to the Itoigawa
UNESCO Global Geopark and the Sado Geopark
followed the conclusion of the forum.

This forum was designated as the kickoff for
the “Capacity Development to  Stimulate
Networking Activities Between Geoparks in the
Asia-Pacific Region” Project. Six key persons
involved in geoparks in the countries eligible for
project support were invited to attend. These people
engaged in discussions about network creation at
the forum and learned about the current state of
geopark activities in Japan. At the same time, the
workshops and other activities allowed both these
invited participants and the hosts to share the

current state of geopark activities and issues.

B 1. 74— LBEXTO, BRCANR—VZEELD

EBHMXEEROHNED

" Photo 1. Opening remarks by Prof. Kazuo Oike, Chair of

Japan Geopark Committee at the forum opening
ceremony

B-1-3. Content of Kickoff Workshop

This workshop was focused on achieving
mutual understanding through sharing the state of
activities and related issues in each country on both
the national and aspiring geopark region. The
following reports on current conditions and
exchanges of ideas were performed on this theme:
(1) Introduction
Shinsuke Nakamura: Overview of the Project and
Japanese Geopark Activities
(2) Presentation of Geopark Activities from

Invited Participants (Current Regional

Conditions and Issues)
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Photo 2. Kickoff workshop to share the activities and related issues in each country and aspiring geopark.

7 TEE O
Annur Hajar Ahmad : Jerai ¥4 /3— 7 %
Hiral DAL
[#1]
Chanchana Khamcha : # 1 (281} 5 A3
— 7 EE O
Pakkaporn Singhwachiraworakul : Satun
DA R — 7 Yl R OB
[~ T 2]

Do Ngoc Huyen : X b AT D VA —
7 IE B O
Nguyen Lan Houng : Cao Bang 24 /3—7
Y gk DA 22
(3) BERD DA /N— FEIDREA
/INIEE TR427%®) (Conservation) |
BHELR (V4 —U XA (Geo-tourism) |
Az 120E (School Education) |
KETAN THiE - #£25%0F (Social and Local
Education) |
Bkt TECK - BIKE#EE  (Education for
Disaster Prevention and Mitigation) |
HEMAE TR AT v 78 (Bottom-up
Process) |
(4) BRX

Q) DPARIEH 2> B OBLRIRE 6 L TR,
23 A 2D Patrick McKeever ##%Z & APGN
a2 —7 4 % —4—@ Ibrahim Komoo #{% 7>
O, T 2 U [E 231 S VB E PE O [

[Malaysia]
Tanot Unjah: Summary of Geopark Activities
in Malaysia
Annur Hajar Ahmad: Summary of Jerai
Aspiring Geopark
[Thailand]
Chanchana Khamcha: Summary of Geopark
Activities in Thailand
Pakkaporn Singhwachiraworakul: Summary of
Satun Aspiring Geopark
[Vietnam]
Do Ngoc Huyen: Summary of Geopark
Activities in Vietnam
Nguyen Lan Houng: Summary of Cao Bang
Aspiring Geopark
(3) Introduction to Geopark Activities in Japan
Mari Koyama: Conservation
Kana Iwai: Geo-tourism
Nire Kagaya: School Education
Yuka Omae: Social and Local Education
Kazunori Noguchi: Education for Disaster
Prevention and Mitigation
Kana Furusawa: Bottom-up Process
(4) Exchange of Ideas
The reports on current conditions delivered by
the invited participants in (2) above elicited
comments from Professor Patrick McKeever from
UNESCO and APGN Coordinator Professor
Ibrahim Komoo on differentiating the international
value of neighboring regions’ geological heritage.
One comment was on Vietnam’s Cao Bang aspiring

geopark, and the existing Dong Van Karst Plateau
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UNESCO Global Geopark. Another was on the
Satun aspiring geopark in Thailand and the
Langkawi UNESCO Global Geopark in Malaysia.
All of these locations are geographically close and
present similar geological characteristics. The
expressed opinion was that regions making new
applications  should hold workshops with
neighboring regions and uncover similarities and
differences, which will allow them to indicate the
differences in their respective geological heritages.
It was also expressed that with regards to the
implementation of this project, it is hoped that
efforts will be continual and that project support
will be provided not only to regions seeking to
become geoparks, but also to countries and regions
that lack an awareness of geoparks.

In response to the presentation by Japan on
activities in (3) above, there were questions from
invited participants on the actual condition of
conservation efforts and on the nature of
government involvement in geopark operations. In
Malaysia and Thailand, it is geologists who lead
geopark operations. In contrast, in Japan the
leadership is provided by councils with its funding
almost all provided by local governments. The
discussion allowed for a sharing of these
differences; conservation efforts are predominant in
the prior style of leadership, while a bottom-up style

is predominant in the latter.

BE 3 AA)axrXaEROF N
— 0Ty T FIa
—CTLIEHBA YT+ A
—3avvy—ib

Photo 3. Information facilities of
Fossa Magna Museum in
Itoigawa UNESCO Global
Geopark
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Photo 4. Explanation using an information
panel at the Itoigawa UNESCO
Global Geopark
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B-1-4. Content of Excursion

Invited participants and project staff
participated in an excursion to the Itoigawa
UNESCO Global Geopark. The excursion started
with a welcome from local residents and officials at
the Itoigawa UNESCO Global Geopark “Itoigawa
Geostation GeoPal” information center, which is
connected to [toigawa Station.

The next day, the excursion visited the
following two museums: the Chojagahara
Archaeological Museum and the Fossa Magna
Museum. The excursion also went to the
observation platform at Mt. Myojo, Kotakigawa
Jade Gorge, and the Fossa Magna Park, where it is
possible to see the exposed fault that is the border
of the American continental plate and the Eurasian
continental plate. The staff shared stories with the
group during the excursion, including how a field
evaluation of the geopark resulted in a change to the
information panels. These panels had previously
been filled with specialized information, but were
revised to be simpler and easier to understand. The
excursion also included a presentation of
kamishibai (Japanese picture play) folktales and a
program to experience the brewing of a famous
local tea. Invited participants were able to
experience personally the fusion of geoparks and
local culture.

B-1-5. Content of Wrap up Meeting

At the wrap up meeting held after the
excursion, invited participants provided the
following thoughts on the program:

10
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(1) Thoughts on the Kkickoff workshop and

forum:
There was not enough time at the kickoff
workshop, but it was good to be able to exchange
opinions.
The forum also provided a lot of things to learn.
I hope to be able to continue our exchange in
order to share information with each other in the
future.
The activity & experience fair program for
children during the forum was good.
The promotional activities (polo shirts and geo-
goods) in Japan were appealing.

(2) Impressions from excursion participation

(Itoigawa UNESCO Global Geopark)
The geo-story was concise and easy to
understand, and my knowledge increased while
on the tour.
It was good that the story was not for scientists,
but made understandable to regular people.
The facilities, exhibited content, and collections
at each of the museums and the GeoPal were
attractive.
the
merchandise and flag, and to see vending

It was impressive to see geopark
machines wherever [ went.

It was informative to be given a story about a
failure, with a field evaluation pointing out the
difficulty to understand information panels.

The cultural experiences were enjoyable and
will serve as a point of reference for activities in
my own country.

The local people and guides who welcomed us
were very kind, providing us with a feeling of

hospitality.

B-1-6. Response of Project Countries
[Malaysia]

11

In the future, I would like to expand an Asia-
centric circle of exchange and also continue to
learn about geoparks in Japan.

The geosite information panels at [toigawa were
not targeted to specialists and were easy to
understand. It was informative to learn that it
was improved due to a comment during a field
evaluation.



77

ROy A — g Tk, #HE L
B R L L 2B 5T, A RO
b e TH L RIN TV EES,
[#-1]

- AARTIE, TRZBMOW#ESIC LY P43
— 7 NN E DA, BIETITHETE )N
AR OFSLEFH LTS, WEO
AR (& O R DN ST &R
T&T,

VAR DRI KA R—
I DIBEFET o AN ETHIREL TV,

s HARTIEZ, VAR—J MR LD a I 2=
F—=valrsRrEHENTVWD Z ENRD
Mmool

SREIBRO A7V 22—V T ADER
NETHRN- T2, HHUIROR AL DS
EZiZ L,

[~ KT 2]

BT TEINTE SRR T v 7T DHEHIRHY
Thole, HRTOIUA /=7 BIEN LT
BEEDZ 20D 70, HETOFK
HE T T T A3 DITENLTNET
Y,

cHETIEV A S—7 OFRBFE LR OB
o DB TFR=7IZ X BBHEDFE
BZHELTVE,

BE L IVRA—V 3 0EK
AT, FBER I +—
SLTODERLEDETE TS
LESRRY T EH
BEEE

Photo 5. After the excursion,
invitees shared their
impressions of from
the program with
project staff

Geology really connected with history and
culture during the Itoigawa excursion. I thought
the explanations provided by the guides were

very polished.

[Thailand]

Councils with citizen participation establish
geoparks in Japan, but in Thailand it is the
geologists who take the lead in geopark
establishment. I was able to learn about the
differences between managing body and
operational systems in both countries.

Each geopark had a really wide range of
promotional merchandise, such as the geopark
polo shirts.

I learned that there is good communication
between geopark regions in Japan.

The GeoPal at [toigawa Station and the museum
displays were very good. I would like to use this
as a reference point for a central facility in my

region.

[Vietnam]

The activity & experience fair program for
parent-child participation was memorable. Also,
I'learned from the educational activities utilizing
geoparks in Japan. I want to apply this to the
creation of school educational programs in
Vietnam.

There is only limited awareness of geoparks in

Vietnam. I hope to pursue the development of

the tourism industry through geoparks.
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Activities at the 7™ International Conference on UNESCO Global Geoparks
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B-2-1. Outline

[Date] September 26(Monday) — 29(Friday), 2016

[Location] English Riviera UNESCO Global
Geopark, Torquay, Devon, UK

[Main Venue] Riviera International Centre

[Program]
(CA=FAFN
R AN r =
H#2 Date Bf;l?eﬁrﬁ;iszroyngn‘f JGN Capacity Development Project
26 H(H) 18:00-21:00 | 7A AT LA J/8—F 4 — R=T =T LA E R & R
26 (Mon) Ice breaker Participation in the ice breaker
27 A(K) | 9:00-12:00 P& - 2GR BH AT =TICBI BT —AHE
27 (Tue) Conference Opening ceremony and | Project booth in geo-fair exhibit (all
keynote speeches day)
14:00-17:00 | 7—~HIFEE
Themed presentations and 16:30-16:50 7r ¥ =7 hXERED S L
sessions Brr—vayv
19:00-23:00 | B RX—T 1 — Project country presentation
Barn Dance at Occombe Farm
28 H(OK) 9:00-11:00 NENT A ATy vay - BEFREH | KA OF 7 = T7ICB T 27— AR
28 (Wed) Panel discussions and keynote | Project booth in geo-fair exhibit (all
speeches day)
11:00-12:20 | 7—~HIFEE
14:00-17:00 | Themed presentations and
sessions
29 H(K) 8:30-17:00 T A= g v T AR — 3 B
29 (Thu) Field Trips Participation in the Field Trip
19:00- REWp 2
Conference Gala Dinner
30 H (&) 9:00-12:00 TR 9:00-11:00 7R ¥ =V hI—F 4 7
30 (Fri) 14:00-14:40 | Themed presentations and Project Wrap up Meeting
sessions
14:40-16:30 | @BEXPHEK
Closing ceremony and
announcements

B-2-2 HEZEERONE
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B-2-2. Content of International Conference

The GGN holds an international conference
once every two years at a venue in a member region
or a city near the member region. This international
conference was the seventh such conference, held at
the English Riviera UNESCO Global Geopark in
Devon, England, and attended by approximately
700 participants from 63 countries.

This conference was the first international
conference to be held after geopark designation
as an official UNESCO project at the 38" UNESCO

13
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Photo 6. The venue of the international conference:
the Riviera International Centre
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—¥a YR
(1) #i=
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Pakkaporn Singhwachiraworakul 23K~ &
7T DO & X A O Satun Hilsk (2016 4

General Conference in November 2015. Much
discussion was dedicated to regulations and the
future direction of activities with regard to the
expectations levied on a UNESCO program.
Attending
perfect opportunity for participants from regions

international conferences is a

with aspiring geoparks to introduce themselves and
to learn about examples of geopark implementation
from around the world. It was for these reasons that
the project provided support to the Satun region in
Thailand. In addition, because this international
conference provided a good opportunity for people
involved in geoparks across the world to learn about
the project, a booth exhibition introducing it was
included in the Geofair.

Global Geo

on geo-c0
sustaina

BE 7. ERSZCERFEEETS. GGN 2K
Nickolas Zouros ##%

Photo 7. Professor Nickolas Zouros, the president of
the GGN giving keynote speech in the
international conference

B-2-3. Content of Project Country
Presentation
(1) Summary
Pakkaporn Singhwachiraworakul from
Thailand delivered an oral presentation introducing
the project and Thailand’s Satun aspiring geopark
(UNESCO Global Geopark application submitted

in November 2016) during the themed presentations

14
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on “Aspiring Geoparks.” (see photo 8)

(2) Presentation Aims

Provide an introduction to the project and
explain that the presentation had received
project support.

Present international network activities, the state
of facilities and information panel preparation in
the region, the activities of local residents, and
other details from the Satun aspiring geopark.
Present operational structure, the global value of
local resources, and activities pertaining to
education and research, ectc., in the Satun
aspiring geopark.

BE 8 AxXAQMACF -V 2BET A
4 @ Satun HIFOEMH E BN T 5.
Pakkaporn Singhwachiraworakul

Photo 8. Pakkaporn Singhwachiraworakul
introducing the activities of Satun
Asping Geopark

B-2-4. Geofair Exhibit
(1) Content

The project booth (utilizing a 4 booth space;

12m wide and 2m deep) was a collaborative
exhibition with the eight Japanese UNESCO Global

Geoparks. It allowed for an introduction of the

project and interactions with people involved in

geoparks from around the world (see photo 9).

[Content of Displayed Posters]

The outline, implementation background, and
objectives of the project.

A report of activities at the Geoparks Niigata
International Forum.

An introduction to planned future projects.

(2) Information Exchange with Conference

15
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Photo 9. The booth introducing Japanese Geoparks
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A table for consultations and exchange was
set-up in order to support the information collection
activities of countries eligible for project support
(see photo 10). Twelve project staff took turns in the
booth to exchange information with participants
from various countries. The project’s cooperation
with the eight Japan UNESCO Global Geoparks in

sharing the booth allowed for Japan to promote its

unity and exchange a great deal of information.

BEI10 ARAT7T—AO—EIZHRELEZ. F¥ /T4
TAROY AV NEEXEOBNI—F—

Photo 10. The consultations and exchange table of the

capacity development project at the booth

B-2-5. Content of Wrap up Meeting
Participation in the International Conference
on UNESCO Global Geoparks allowed for the
sharing of Project results and of newly acquired
information. It also provided the opportunity to hold
meetings for the upcoming National Conference of
Japanese Geopark Network, discussing such topics
as selection criteria for invited participants and

conference schedule proposals (see photo 11).

B-2-6. Response of Project Country

[Thailand]

< Things learned from participation in this program
>

e The content of new UNESCO Global Geopark

guidelines.

16
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Issues confronted by geoparks across the world
and examples of implementation.

Differences between geoparks in Asia and
geoparks in Europe.

The importance of participating in network
activities and mutually sharing knowledge for
skill improvement.

The importance of product development and
encouraging local resident participation, for

instance, with efforts that utilize local goods.

< Elements of the program you thought you would

like to introduce to your area>

17

The brand value of UNESCO Global Geoparks.
The efforts in Indonesia to encourage the
participation of various stakeholders.

The active conference participation and geopark
promotion of the Turkmenistan National
Commission for UNESCO.

English Rivera geosite operation through the
management of a trust and volunteer
participation.

The educational programs on the theme of
“food” presented with the support of the
Portuguese National Commission for UNESCO.
The development and tourism applications of
cookies (Izu Peninsula Geopark’s “geogashi)

by Japanese geoparks.

BEIL £FEH—T1 2V TDOKF
Photo 11. Wrap up Meeting
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Activities at the 7™ National Conference of Japanese Geoparks Network
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B-3-1. Outline
[Date] October 10(Monday) — 13(Thursday), 2016
[Location] Izu Peninsula Geopark (Numazu City,

o o Ito City and Izu City, Shizuoka
Bt - GrET) Prefecture)
(&%) 79% T=AT [Main Venue] Plaza Verde
(PA=ANN | [Program]
= B P G
lgla*tie C?)(n?egt?c:Pyro;‘jm JGN Capacity Development Project
9 H(H) 20:00-22:00 4 &%
9 (Sun) Dinner meeting
10 H(A) | 11:45-12:30 | /MREAERAS =y 2 | 10:00-11:830 7 RrYx s RI—=T (7
10 (Mon) Students’ poster session Project meeting
12:35-14:00 | Bt LE=— A REREOTERT 07T KIS
Opening ceremony Participate in  the major programs of the
14:00-15:20 | FEFMGRTH conference
Keynote speech T — AR
15:35-16:50 | T EE v 3 v Look around the booth exhibition and food
Panel discussion by the mayors | stalls
17:00-18:20 | /S F2 SR 9 TUA =7 OEBREEE ] & iE
Parallel Session Operate Parallel Session No.9: International
18:30-19:120 | — e FEA X —F v g geoparks  collaboration - Sharing our
Poster Session experiences for mutual development
19:30-21:30 | A& WAL=y o a S TRR
Welcome Party and | Poster presentation
Networking Event
11 A (k) 9:00-12:00 | ZrFhsx O 9 T =7 OEREEE) 20EE
11 (Tue) Parallel Session Operate Parallel Session No.9: International
13:00-14:30 | k% - kL E=— geoparks collaboration
Plenary Session & Closing
Ceremony TuYx/ MRATZ I A —va v
15:30- | oA YT — Project’s original excursion
Excursion
12 B OK) -16:00 | VAV T — TuYxs MAxXI A —va v
12 (Wed) Excursion Project’s original excursion
15:30-18:00 £ & HI—T 4 7
Wrap up meeting
18:30-20:30 4 &%
Dinner
13 B (K) 11:00-12:00 HA= 1 2 =2 [FNZE B2 KGR
13 (Thu) Courtesy visit to the Japanese
National Commission for
UNESCO

B-3-2 2EKZXONE
AARICITBIE, 8 DD A a3
— 7L 3B DT atNNTF =T RBHY,
THARY A/ N—7 Ry hT—27 | & LTIEH)
LTW5, DRy hT—T R ROA Rk

B-3-2. Content of National Conference

Japan currently has 8 UNESCO Global
Geoparks and 35 National Geoparks, which engage
in activities as the “Japanese Geoparks Network.”
This network’s largest event is the national

conference held annually each autumn at a geopark
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in Japan. Here, involved persons are able to learn
from each other and deepen exchanges through such
events as keynote speeches, parallel session, poster
presentations, and excursions. For the 7"
conference, which was the Izu Peninsula
Conference, approximately 1000 people involved
with geoparks participated from all over Japan.

This project invited three participants each
from Malaysia, Thailand, and Vietnam with the
objectives of having these invited participants
experience a national conference and having them
and their hosts engage in the mutual sharing of
information and exchange of ideas. In addition, one
person from the UNESCO Office in Jakarta was
invited to the conference in order to build
relationships with UNESCO.

Invited participants held in-depth discussions
at a parallel session on international collaboration
planned by this Project. They experienced geopark
activities in Japan through such events as poster
presentations, observation of sessions between
mayors, and participation in general and regional
exchange sessions. They also engaged in project
meetings, an independent excursion, and a courtesy
visit to the Japanese National Commission for
UNESCO.

BE 12 2EBR=RAEtLE=—0DkF
Photo 12. Opening ceremony of the National Conference

B-3-3. Content of Project Meeting

(1) Reflecting on the Project

Shinsuke Nakamura: Project Summary

Kana Furusawa: Summary of the Outcomes of the
Geoparks Niigata International Forum

Pakkaporn Singhwachiraworakul: Summary of the

19
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Photo 13. Ai Sugiura of UNESCO Jakarta
explaining the role of the UNESCO
Regional Science Bureau for Asia
and the Pacific
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Outcomes of the UNESCO Global Geoparks
International Conference

(2) The Role of the 7th National Conference of
(Hiroko

Japanese Geoparks Network

Torigoe)

This presentation shared the significance of
the conference in terms of the project, a summary
of JGN activities, the role of national conferences
for JGN, and other information.

(3) Introduction to the UNESCO Office in
Jakarta: UNESCO Regional Science
Bureau for Asia and the Pacific (Ai
Sugiura)

This presentation shared the roles of the
UNESCO Regional Science Bureau for Asia and
the Pacific (its outlook and mission, as well as its
natural sciences projects) and information on
Geoscience  and

International Geoparks

Programme (see photo 13).

B-3-4. Content of Parallel Session

A parallel session on “International Geoparks
Collaboration: sharing our experiences for mutual
development” was held as one of the conference’s
twelve parallel sessions. A parallel session on the
theme of international collaboration and a parallel
session that was English language only were both
firsts for a national geopark conference in Japan.
Ten invited participants, nine people from the
hosting side (including two people as parallel
session coordinators), and thirteen others attended
this parallel session.
(1) Report on Current Conditions
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Participants shared the significance of parallel
session and the current state of geoparks (design) in
individual countries.

Hiroko
Collaboration

Torigoe: International ~ Geoparks
Shinsuke Nakamura: Geopark Management in
Japan: The Case of Hakusan Tedorigawa Geopark
Masakazu Furukawa: Challenges for Sustainable
Development in the San'in Kaigan UNESCO Global
Geopark
Annur Hajar Ahmad: The Geopark Situation As I
See It
Nguyen Lan Huong: The Geopark Situation As I
See It
Narongrit Thungpru: Satun Aspiring UNESCO
Global Geopark

The parallel session confirmed that the
structure  of geopark management varies
considerably by country, and that there are
structural differences even within Japan between
geoparks managed by a single municipality and

those managed by multiple municipalities.

EE 14 24O Satun =BT S X—IBREBNT

%. Narongrit Thungpru

Photo 14. Narongrit Thungpru introducing the Satun Asping

Geopark

(2) Workshop

The workshop divided participants into six
groups of about six people each, with one or two
invited participants in each group and Japanese
participants as the remaining group members. After
reflecting on the current state of geoparks (design)
in each country, groups discussed the following
topics: geopark stakeholders, players (people and
organizations) missing in the design of each
geopark, and methods to involve these players
(people and organizations). At the end of the
workshop, each group presented its discussion
content, sharing it with all participants.

The Malaysian group cited people in the
region, national and state government, and curator
as missing players. Furthermore, this group

emphasized the need to bridge the gap between the
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Photo 16. Group photo at the
end of the parallel
session
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national government, which has the budget, and
states, which own the land.

The Thailand group cited schools, commercial
organizations, and the National Assembly as
stakeholders. Establishing a time to learn about
regional resources and heritage in schools, as well
as the utilization of geopark logos, were presented
as methods to involve these stakeholders (see photo
15).

The Vietnam group cited education-related
organizations, people in the region, and new media
as organizations with which collaboration is
desired. This group expressed the idea that
advertisements in public transport and artist
performances at events could be used as a means to
popularize geoparks in a region.

A common point through all the presentations
was the confirmation that, in any nation or any
geopark, sharing the benefits and value is important

in order to involve people and organizations.

BE 15 B4 DT IN—TIZLBER
Photo 15. Presentation of the Thailand group

B-3-5. Content of Poster Presentations
Thailand
presented one poster, the UNESCO Office in

Malaysia, and Vietnam each

Jakarta presented one poster, and the Project

presented one poster (see fig 1-5).
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4 o
" INTRODUCTION |
Geopark activities in Malaysia had been took place since the idea of geopark came to the view in1999. At the beginning this idea take a slow progress J
as researcher try to figure out various way of implementing the paper work into practical motion. Research on the best practice to implement geopark 1"
in a sustainable way is among the key theme of that time. In the developing country where natural resources are the main components to drive the nation ||
economic, the task of conserving and protecting natural resources that is the key resource for geopark is very challanging task. Convincing the local
authorities or awareness programme on the benefit of geopark tock large chunk of the activities. Series of dialogues, workshops and conference become '_'
a platform to share ideas. Capacity building particularly among the natural resources stakeholders such as Department of Mineral and Geoscience Malaysia |
and Forestry Department took a centre stage by equipping the officer with knowledge of Conservation geology. Later year after the first geopark in the |
country have been recognise by global in 2007, the education and governance become the key agenda, although the research, and capacity building still |
E much active in the country. The researcher and key player in the countr also taken bigger steps to promote and share the benefit of geopark with the 2
.'i neighbouring countries and regions through conferences, workshop and dialogues. g

T

TR

O

GOVERNANCE CAPACITY BUILDING 22

& identified series of potential geopark

g é Establishment of steering committee in the country

known as Malaysia National Geopark Series of programmes that is develop to em-
on the March 2016 under the Ministry Identified lecal champion and local power, enhance and strengthen the role of 3
B of Natural Resource and Environment é researcher to work on the identified various stakeholder in the geoparks. Theca- |
potential geopark pacity building programme often talloredto ||
,‘L_ & Establishment of implementation specific group so it will be focus and indepth |
| committee to support the technical wark Secure funding from top down in discussing mattes and suggesting practical  §
of Malaysia National Geopark in 2013 * management te support the existing approches.

lacal fund in establishing geopark

Regional workshop for the manag-  Developing management paln
ars of geopark in the region with the lacal outhorities

Established the Malaysia National Geopark
Q TOR and the document in developing
national geopark throughout the country

List of UNESCO geopark and aspiring geapark in Malaysia.

]

RESEARCH

Embrace various approaches fram monaodiscipline to g@;sus‘mlNAELE
multi-discipline and transcend to trans-discipline. This in- % DEVELOPMENT

cludes creating new subject of monodiscipline such as con- &

Geosite mapping targeting afl geo- Biannual conference for allstoke-
scientist involved in conservation  folders to promote best praciice in
canservation gealogy

servation geclogy and geoconservation and geobiclogy
for transdiscipline.

Research are ranging from humanity to science and tech-
nology that work to answer the need within Sustainable
Regional Development and reach the goals set in Sustain-
able Development.

Tour guide cotirses for geopark guide Galferies and infocenires contents
ai connecting nature and cultural and connectivity in geopark

= T TR

@ Langkawi Geopar,

Education in the geopark includes formal, in-
formal and life-long learning that took various
farm from adding geopark as a school syllabus
in the schoal co curricullum, geo edu for
school teacher to a series of public talk and

]
iz i Fassil matlding for sehool chil
| | nature walk for local student and communities.  gen at Langkawi Geopark student- connecting fendscape, geologyand  the heritage of the geopark programme

for Mature walk by the trained local guide on  mangrove planting
the abundance marine life

CONCLUDING REMARKS

Secretarlat of I Malaysia Naﬁona";tL |
Institute for Enwronment“aq_ ppment[i
_ Universiti ‘Kebangsaan MaTa

43600  Bangi , Selangor s
Email,.'geop‘arkmalay

Activities within geopark are carried out at various level, indepth and groups
according to their progress in geopark development.

A continues activities regarding geopark at the federal or state level play a
major role of promoting geopark to the public

SR - 2 5 o= REG, i

2= TFDOFNR=YFBERBNTHRI2—
Fig 2. Poster introducing geopark activities in Malaysia
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A%PIRING GEOPARKS IN THAILAN

Khon Kaen Aspiring Geopark (1,700 km?

This area also known as dinosaur valley, 4 new dinosaur species were found here. There are 9 excavation sites ,
all of them located in Phu Wiang National Park.

A\

Tak Aspiring Geopark (-6,400 kmy)

Where the warld’s longest petl‘i ied ¥ overed |

At least 40 logs exposed on the ¢ on Phuwiang Fossi, Researcn Cenler and Dinosaur Musceurn

sites are cpen for tourism.

A landscape created by amazing nature

reviewing stories unseen elsewhere in Thailand.
Khon Kaen :
Stories  of rock  pillars,  Samphanbok (3,000

patholes) and Pha Taern {prehistoric painting cliff}
Koompassioxyton elegans

Length : 69 . Age : 120,000 vears Phachan 7

Khorat samphanbck J§ [ e

fracture.

Khorat Aspiring Geopark (~3,000 )

Necper vicasheding and erosion

The remair of hard ock bed

The saft rack bod is croded but nat collapse

The steorg weathering and pvosian of 5o ek ko

rock pillars the collapsing of tos bed

Khorat the Paleontopelis, a home of 10 tyg like szl Il

-

jent elephant and 3 types of iguanodan ding ¢ prehistoric painting cliff

Satun Aspiring Geopark (2600 km)

Just 32 km distance, you will s
the complete fossil recorded of the Pa

om 500-250 million years.

activities are set up for touris
egodon cave, fossil hunting a

ps garden.

3 RADOHNR—TFHERBNT ORI Z—
Fig 3. Poster introducing geopark activities in Thailand
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GEOPARKS ACTIVITIES IN VIETNAM

HOL Ty
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Fig 4. Poster introducing geopark activities in Vietnam
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B-3-6. Content of Excursion

Once the national conference concluded, there
was a visit to Georia, a museum that is a central
facility of the Izu Peninsula Geopark, and
participation in an exchange meeting with local
residents held at a hotel in Ito City.

The following day, the group toured geosites in
Ito City where it is possible to systematically learn
about landforms formed by volcanoes. One of these
locations was the Mt. Omuro monogenetic volcano,
a designated national natural monument. The entire
mountain with its scoria cone is subject to a
controlled burn every year, which makes for a
beautiful mountain always covered in annual plants.
Approaching the Mt. Omuro summit by means
other than the chair lift is prohibited in order to
conserve vegetation, a fact that was a point of
interest for the invited participants. Furthermore, at
the Jogasaki Coast, a coast created by lava flowing
from Mt. Omuro, participants seemed to be
impressed that local elementary school students
were serving as guides (see photo 17-18).

BE 17 EERLDOEH ) T S TORENEBMNT EBEE 18 ByrEERTO, #ITm/hNFEICKDZAA R
BNTWBREL Photo 18. Local elementary school students guiding at
Photo 17. Mt. Omuro summit by means other than the the Jogasaki Coast
chair lift is prohibited in order to conserve

vegetation
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B-3-7. Content of Wrap up Meeting
At the Wrap up meeting, invited participants
provided the following opinions on the program:
(1) The Most Educational and Memorable Parts
of the

Conference:

Japanese Geopark National
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Mayors’ Session — [ was able to hear from the

mayors of various geoparks about their
determination for geopark involvement.
Network — Many people involved in geoparks
engaged in exchange. I was able to exchange
information with other countries.

Parallel Session — Engaging in discussions
allowed for learning. It was possible to arrive at
a kind of conclusion.

Conference Operation — [ was able to learn about
the order of activities, and about parallel session
and teamwork.

Open-Air Geomarket — This felt like an
opportunity for many people to learn about
geoparks (see photo 19).

Poster Session — The handwritten posters by
high school students were impressive. Not only
scientists, but also local residents were doing

what they could.

(2) The Most Educational and Memorable Parts

of the Excursion:

Georia — the videos were easy to understand and
it was possible to touch the specimens and
exhibits.

Storytelling — the order of visits to things made
by volcanic activity and then to volcano itself.
The fact that Mt. Omuro is only accessible by
chair lift — this is a good example of
conservation.

Geoguides — the guides were not young, but they
were passionate and exhibited professionalism.
Exchange meeting — 1 was able to become
acquainted with local people.

Hiking — this is a good way to enjoy nature.

(3) Other

measurcs

Discussions took place on international
at the Japanese Geopark National

Conference and on the current state of tourism in

Japan.

BEE19: 2OV NR—=V Ty X G ENBAESATISE

R

Photo 19. Looking around the geo-market which featured
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B-3-8. Content of Courtesy Visit to the
Japanese National Commission for
UNESCO
(1) Courtesy Visit
o Welcoming Remarks: Secretary General Koichi
Morimoto, Japanese National Commission for
UNESCO

e Address from Invited Participant
Representative:
Pakkaporn Singhwachiraworakul

e Major Activities of the Japanese National
Commission for UNESCO: Shiho Matano

e Evaluation System for UNESCO Global
Geoparks in Japan: Fumiko Sendai

(2) Opinion Exchange

e The national geopark committee in Vietnam was
established just one month ago within the
Ministry of  Natural Resources and
Environment. The National Commission for
UNESCO is in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

e In Thailand, the Satun region is planning to
submit the country’s first UNESCO global
geopark application. There is still no national
committee.

BE 20 XERFEEIZ, BAAXRAIEREZEES 2. BERXBZTo1,
Photo 20. Courtesy visit to the Japanese National Commission for UNESCO
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B-3-9. Response of Project Countries

[Malaysia]

e [ learned about the Japanese geopark system
through interacting with Project staff. The
marvelous combination of bottom-up and
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Photo 21. Tanot Unjah introducing
geopark activities of
Malyasia

top-down systems is its secret to success.

The geotours involved elementary school
children as guides in geopark activities, giving
them the experience of expressing what they had
learned in their own words. The Langkawi
UNESCO Global

incorporates geopark content into schools, with

Geopark also currently
students learning about nature and culture. The
Izu Peninsula Geopark approach will definitely
be beneficial to school programs in Langkawi.

[Thailand]
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This was a very well structured conference. In
particular, the conference succeeded in the
difficult endeavor of bringing together people
involved in local governments and local
residents all in the same venue. It was very
interesting.

I felt that national conferences are a very
significant activity because the most important
elements in the initial stages of geopark
establishment and development are networking
and the sharing of knowledge.

I was surprised that the heads of Ilocal
governments that are the leaders of geopark
management  answered  questions  from
specialists on stage and engaged in discussions.
It was wonderful.

It was incredibly interesting that the local
community was involved in the conference
program. For instance, local residents
expressing themselves by arranging flowers
according to their concepts of the beauty and
nature of geosites.

Student poster presentations were very good.
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Photo 22. At ‘Georia’ the central facility of
the Izu Peninsula Geopark
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This was a very good opportunity for younger
generations to be expressive regarding regional
resources.

The most important thing was that we were able
to be part of a national conference ourselves.
Georia was a wonderful facility where anyone
can easily learn about the Izu Peninsula Geopark
through the exhibits (see photo 22).

The excursion allowed me to experience a
geotrail that made good use of the geostory and
geosite. I think I was able to understand the story

of eruptions and volcanoes.

[Vietnam]
The posters gave invited participants the chance
to learn about various geoparks in Japan while at
the same time introducing current conditions in
their respective geoparks. I want to introduce
local products and other things to my own
country.
The museum where we could handle rock
specimens and learn about the origin of a river
using a special model was a new and valuable
experience for me.
Guides were well versed in geological
knowledge and it was very informative to see
how they perfectly and passionately
communicated this information to tourists. In
Vietnam, there are almost no tour guides in local
regions and it is currently the case that it is not

well known how to develop the tourism industry.
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B-4-1. Outline

[Date] December 9(Friday) — 11(Sunday), 2016

[Location] Japanese Geopark Evaluator Workshop:
Elizabeth Rose Hall, United Nations
University, Tokyo
Project Summary Conference: Zenkoku
Choson Kaikan, Tokyo

[Program]

= AN
H#2 date Evaﬁﬁig{o’i@ hop JGN Capacity Development Project
9 A (&) 16:00-18:00 7YY =2 hI—T 4 7
9 (Fri) Project Meeting
18:30-20:30 | HlbEx BlEZIZSM
Ice breaker Participating in Ice breaker
10 A (1) 9:30-17:30 | FHEBEMHER FEHEENHES 2 HHE (R
10 (Sat) Workshop Participate in Evaluator Workshop
11 H(H) 9:30-17:30 71 ¥ x 7 MRFESHE
11 (Sun) Project Summary Conference
18:00-20:00 A%
Dinner
B-4-2 HAIY A — 7 HhW#EA BB B-4-2. Content of Japanese Geopark
L2ONE Evaluator Workshop
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The Japan Geoparks Committee (JGC), which
is Japan’s geopark certifying institution, performs
evaluation for national geoparks in Japan. JGC had
created an independent checklist based on the
UNESCO Global Geopark guidelines and self
evaluation form; however, the ambiguity of its
standards had become an issue.

This led to the opening of the Japan Geopark
Evaluator Workshop, which was held with the
objective of creating a new self evaluation form for
national geoparks suitable to the conditions in
Japan, while at the same time adhering to the
content of the UNESCO Global Geopark self
evaluation form. The following were the attendees:
JGC members, individuals working at Japanese
geoparks who work with JGC committee members
on field evaluations, and personnel responsible for

scientific matters at Japanese geoparks.
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Photo 23. Invitees attended the Japanese Geopark Evaluator Workshop as observers
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At the workshop, individual taskforce leaders
gave progress reports on categories where there had
been prior deliberation. All of the participants
shared and discussed this information. Invited
project participants observed discussions all-day
and gained an awareness of the importance of a
network where involved parties can pursue in-depth
discussions with each other (see photo 23).

B-4-3. Content of Project Meeting

(1) Reflecting on the Project

Yuka Omae: Brief Overview and Outcomes:

Geoparks Niigata International Forum

Nire Kagaya: Brief Overview and Outcomes:

International Conference on UNESCO Global

Geoparks

Riyeko Fujii: Brief Overview and Outcomes: the

National Conference of JGN

(2) Introduction to the Japanese Geopark
Evaluator Workshop: The
System for Japanese Geoparks (Shinsuke

Evaluation

Nakamura)

This session provided an explanation of the
objectives and content of the Japanese Geopark
Evaluator Workshop, which would be held the
following day, and on the evaluation system for
Japanese geoparks.
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Photo 24. Reviewing the outcomes of the project at the meeting
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B-4-4. Content of

Conference

Project

Summary

(1) Review of the Japanese Geopark Evaluator
Workshop (Shinsuke Nakamura)
(2) Introduction to the Project Summary
Conference (Hiroko Torigoe)
(3) Experiences Gained from the Project
[Southeast
Chanchana Khamcha]

The comparison at the Izu Peninsula workshop

Asian  Participant  Perspective:

between stakeholders in my country and Japan was
very informative. It was also impressive that
Japanese mayors actively participate in geopark
meetings, which I thought could be a clue to the
resolution of various issues. I was surprised to see
students at the poster presentation. It is wonderful
that it was not targeted only to scientists, but also
included regular people.
[Japanese Participant Perspective: Hikari Shiba]
Amidst the sharing of activity results and
issues that went beyond the boundaries of regions
and nations, I was able to palpably sense a global
scale network. Listening to the opinions of the
invited participants allowed me to rediscover the
uniqueness and appeal of activities in Japan, and it
was very beneficial to be able to think about future
international development.
(4) Challenges for Geoparks and Expectations
for Future International Cooperation

[In Malaysia: Tanot Unjah]

e Malaysia is lagging behind in terms of
because

organizational management

management is spread across multiple states.
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Collaboration between local areas and state
agencies is inadequate. There is a need to further
investigate collaborations with communities and
supplement what we have done to date.

e We have an issue with continuous leadership at
all our geoparks because the staff responsible in
state agencies changes every three or four years.
It was informative that mayors in Japan provide
leadership. Of course, scientific matters require
the leadership of scientists.

e Continuity in public education is important.
Programs for the community in collaboration
with universities and conservation programs for
the secretariat may be needed as well.

e One issue is whether local guides can talk about
not only geology, but also natural and cultural
elements. It is necessary to create a forum for
information exchange where guides can educate
each other.

e The primary issue of cultural and geological
heritage is the coexistence of consumption and
conservation. Geoparks need to examine how
these should coexist. There are also issues that
are unique to developing countries. I hope to use
developed countries as a reference point in my
deliberation.

[In Thailand: Tawsaporn Nuchanong]

Through discussions in the program, I was
able to sense the need to have a greater
understanding of the fact that geoparks are an
activity that involves the region. I want to arrange
a system that allows a bottom-up approach, a
system where the region can know more about
geoparks. My hope for the future is a further
sharing of experience and knowledge through
international cooperation.

[In Vietnam: Tran Thi Hoang Mai]

Collaboration ~ with  researchers  and
government agencies is necessary in order to
determine the value of geological heritage and
develop sustainable conservation models. It is
necessary to establish support from various fields,
both domestically and overseas. I think that it might
be beneficial to have even more monetary
investment, since this can lead to regional
development.

36



(5) TEXZELE=CHNN—H OEEKAD
ATRETE] HEMR

CAFEEOTR Y2 MEBELT, ZHUND
OEFSHEEEO F N LR T& iz, A
KRR, SHEARETCOY—r v a v
DB L P EEOE i Z IR T D,

s VX (B RZE) OHEEC
Y AAATED, ERE DR AR 22 BA %S B A%
(SDGs) @ 17 DEED 5 FHIZHHRE
ENTHEY, SHBLAREEDT VT TO
WIS HE,

- ARORBENOILATEHZ L1, A A
Ty 70T T u—F il ROSEEE,
UANR— T E R ORI, AT =T IR
DRI 7 — 2 % G e 2 OHE & O B
i, ERRy hU— 2715872 EI2O0N T,
RN F & OB 45,

EC XS TRRD VAT AEHFET 5720
IZiE, B — L DY S B,

U= OFBEIT TN TR AL —
Fo ED XD ITH I RERTEE 2 R 5

D, EDO XD IRRPRIAE Y 3 v EBFEON
HE,

C IR AT OWVWTOIMRE B > RO TN
SMERH D,

(6) TaxRa-T7O7REFMBREER
BEELCESH A=) OEERHRAOTEE
1 Prof. Shahbaz Khan

T U7 KREPEIRIC BT D IGGP DR

XBR SN E O AT, BRE S RER 72 D3 E

RTh s,

ORI T LDOFEMIE > T, =%
ZabLtBbEILIZFES>THLWEWN, T
DT R HBER R R T, 2016 £ 7
HLUK IGGP SfhpaxAxara /T Lk
D CEEEARE#E 21T > T D, 2R A=A
a7 T AROEHES, 2 x A aENERER
& DM ERT D Z LRI D,

(5) Possible International Cooperation of
Geoparks with Support from Japanese
Geoparks (Kana Furusawa)

e The project during this fiscal year allowed me to
partially glimpse a direction for future
international collaboration. Specifically, I would
like to propose to continue this project by
holding a workshop in one of the countries
eligible for project and by implementing hosting
programs.

e We worked to promote gender equality, which is
also established as the fifth of seventeen

Goals (SDGs).

Moving forward, it is important to improve

Sustainable Development
conditions in Asia, including Japan.

e The elements of Japan’s experience that can be
shared are the examples of successes and
failures of the following: a bottom-up approach;
the promotion of participation by residents in the
region; efforts to popularize geoparks; the
hosting of meetings and workshops, including
hands-on booths at Geofairs; national network
and other activities.

e The preparation of materials and tools is

important in order to understand systems that
vary by country.
Designation as a geopark is not the goal but the
start. What is important is how to develop
sustainable activities and what vision is held for
the future.

e It is important to gain a more in-depth
understanding of UNESCO.

(6) Possible International Cooperation of
Geoparks with Support from the UNESCO
Regional Science Bureau for Asia and the
Pacific (Professor Shahbaz Khan)

Currently, IGGP activities in the Asia-Pacific
region exist in only a few countries and
understanding is limited as well.

With regards to the implementation of this
program, I hope for even more ties with UNESCO.
The UNESCO Regional Science Bureau for Asia
and the Pacific has been engaged in an international
collaboration between IGGP and other UNESCO
programs since July 2016. It is anticipated that there
will be collaborations between UNESCO programs
and opportunities created for collaboration between
National Commissions for UNESCO.
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Photo 25. Professor Shabaz Khan presenting on the
international cooperation of geoparks with
support from the UNESCO Jakarta
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(7) Introduction to the Coordinating
Committee for Geoscience Programmes
in East and Southeast Asia: CCOP
(Tawsaporn Nuchanong)

e CCOP is an intergovernmental program

established in 1966. This year is its fiftieth, with
approximately 300 people participating.

e Headquartered in Bangkok, Thailand, there are

currently 14 member nations: Cambodia, China,

Indonesia, Japan, South Korea, Laos, Malaysia,

Myanmar, Papua New Guinea, Philippines,

Singapore, Thailand, Timor-Leste, and Vietnam.

e It is possible to consider future collaboration

with CCOP.

(8) Brief Summary of the History of Geopark
Promotion in Japan — To Better Understand
the Present Situation in Japan (Mabhito
Watanabe)

e Introduced the opportunity that led local

governments to play an active role in geopark

endeavors in Japan.

(9) Q&A Session and Discussion

o Although local governments are the main agents

of geopark promotion in Japan, the efforts of

geologists make geopark promotion possible in

Malaysia, Thailand, and Vietnam.

It is not the goal of UNESCO Global Geoparks

to become designated, but rather the goal is tools

and models for sustainable development.

B-4-5. Response of Project Countries
[Malaysia]

e We would like to share superb examples and best
practices through an international networking
that incorporates a diversity of concerned
parties.

We would like to share the best practices related
to geopark establishment and hold a focus
workshop to deal with region related issues

(poverty, environmental preservation).
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We would like to share geopark activity best
practices through workshops for a diverse group
of concerned parties (e.g. geopark managers,
researchers, participants from the region).

Establishment of research subsidies for the
research and/or development of geopark
approaches and methods. We would especially
like to increase the knowledge of women and
youth, and to promote the development of

sightseeing tours and local goods.

[Thailand]

We want to move forward with mutual exchange
between geopark staff in order to share
information on geoparks in other countries.

We want to apply the Japanese model in
Thailand and promote network activities.

We want to move forward with the promotion of
creation between JGN/JGC and
TGN/TGC.

In the future, we want to engage in exchange
with

agreements (on all levels, including agreements

network

other countries through affiliation

with national geoparks).

[Vietnam]
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We are considering joint research and
publication of scientific papers on geoparks,
including papers on geology and geography.

We hope that the Japanese Geoparks Network
(JGN) will play a central role in promoting
capacity development on geological
conservation and geoparks so that the members
of the Vietnam National Commission for
UNESCO, the Vietnam National Geoparks
Committee, and the Vietnam Geoparks
Management Commission may strengthen their
capabilities.

The Vietnam National
UNESCO and the

Committee are

Commission  for
Vietnam  Geoparks
considering holding an
international workshop at the Cao Bang
Geopark between May and July 2017.

The Vietnam National
UNESCO  will

promotion in Vietnam.

Commission for

support future geopark
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Support for Establishing New Geoparks in Countries Receiving Project Support
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Japan is said to have an active domestic network
for Japanese geopark activities. Allowing
invited project participants to observe and share
actual conditions in Japan, including both the
positive and negative aspects, made it possible
for them to experience the wide range of geopark
activities and gave them a new perspective to
spark geopark activities in their own countries.

Specifically, it was possible to confirm that
sharing unique JGN activities — namely, its
style of that
incorporate a diverse range of concerned parties

middle-up-down activities
such as regional residents, schools, and various
organizations, as well as deep ties with the
— holds an
important meaning as a type of support only

mayors of local governments

JGN can provide.
The participation by the National Commissions
for UNESCO of the invited Project countries
and the UNESCO Office in Jakarta (UNESCO
Regional Science Bureau for Asia and the
Pacific) had, at the very least, an effect on
geopark related organizations from the invited
Thailand

proceeded to a detailed plan for its next stage,

Project countries. in particular
with geopark establishment efforts accelerated
due to factors such as the active participation of
the Thailand Department of Mineral Resources
and collaboration with the Japanese National
UNESCO. For Vietnam,
participation by the Vietnam National
Commission for UNESCO, which is a key

organization in that country, makes it highly

Commission for

possible that the establishment of geopark
related systems will accelerate in Vietnam.
Malaysia, where the APGN Secretariat is

located, gained a foothold for advancing even
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more active collaborations for the popularization
of geoparks in the Asia Pacific region as a whole.
Invited project countries have already begun
new undertakings that utilize their experiences
in Japan. Specifically, Thailand and Vietnam
have reported that application dossiers for
UNESCO Global Geoparks were submitted
within 2016.
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Japanese Geoparks and Staff Capacity Building
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Despite some trial-and-error, working with an
international perspective to assemble and
implement an effective project plan contributed
greatly to improving project staff capacity for
international collaboration. Furthermore,
involvement with this project did not improve
only individual staff capacity, but also led to an
objective understanding of current conditions in
geopark regions where these staff are located.
This was the first chance for people involved in
geoparks in Japan to work together towards an
international collaboration. It was possible to get
to know each other better and to establish a
system of mutual cooperation.

Although the parallel session on international
collaboration at the National Conference were
the first parallel session held in English, it was
possible to pursue discussions with not only
invited participants and project staff, but also

with other people involved with Japanese

geoparks in Japan.
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Photo 26. At the Fossa Magna
Museum of Itoigawa
UNESCO Global
Geopark
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Moving Towards Future International Cooperation led by Japanese Geoparks
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Implementation of this program provided
many new experiences and discoveries to both the
hosts and the invited participants. These new
experiences and discoveries tied into capacity
development. Repeated trial-and-error allowed
many things to be learned with regards to project
management, such as formulating agendas in order
to make each individual project significant,
selection of invited participants to maximize the
content of these projects, and various arrangements
to make all of these elements function smoothly. It
also became clear that sharing a country’s system is
essential for mutual understanding and increased
collaboration with other nations. Moreover, there
was a solid sense that in order to develop geoparks
in the Asia Pacific region there is an essential need
to form relationships with regional UNESCO Field
offices and National Commissions for UNESCO.

Applying the experiences of this fiscal year as
it moves forward, JGN will maximize the power of
the “network” as its seeks to hold workshops in
regions eligible for support, workshops which
match the conditions and needs of individual
countries. Furthermore, JGN will maintain a
primary focus on sharing the state of activities
within Japan. As it continues to pursue and refine
these goals, JGN hopes to realize a Japanese-style
“international cooperation to stimulate networking
activities between geoparks in the Asia-Pacific
region.”
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