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The Global Geoparks Program was recognized as an official UNESCO program, and global
geoparks are playing an increasingly important role in the international community. From an early
stage, the Japanese Geoparks Network (JGN) has recognized the importance of network activities and
has worked on the development of collaborative activities between geoparks. This program, which
particularly aims to spread and strengthen geoparks in the Asia-Pacific region, marked its second
anniversary with the development of new activities. For the main projects of this fiscal year, we hosted
a project for the National Conference of Japanese Geoparks Network in Oga City, Akita Prefecture, and
a study tour of the Toya Caldera and Usu Volcano UNESCO Global Geopark. Furthermore, building for
the future from our first year’s experiences, we also held a joint workshop in the Satun Aspiring
Geopark in Thailand, in cooperation with the Department of Mineral Resources of Thailand (DMR).
Although this was our first experience with this kind of activity, we were able to adjust to the styles of
the local situation, which enabled us to have a more successful workshop. This success was largely due
to the strong desire of the staff members to increase the number of geoparks in the Asia-Pacific region
and spread the principle of geoparks further, as well as to the hope of the local residents that the
development of geopark activities would lead to sustainable regional development. I once again felt the
power of the synergy that the network has.

The development of geoparks in the Asia-Pacific region has great potential. Keeping the UN
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in mind, the JGN will contribute to the development of the
Global Geoparks Network (GGN) through these programs. Finally, I would like to conclude my
introduction to this report by expressing my gratitude to the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology for their support in the implementation of this project.


https://eow.alc.co.jp/search?q=style&ref=awlj
https://eow.alc.co.jp/search?q=situation&ref=awlj
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A-1 Purpose

Global Geoparks became one of the official
UNESCO programs in 2015. As a result, there
is an increased demand for Global Geoparks
Network (GGN) members to work toward the
spread of geoparks in countries with no
geoparks or only a limited number of geoparks.

Under these circumstances, there are high
expectations for Japan, with its active domestic
network of 43 Japanese geoparks, including
eight UNESCO Global Geoparks, to promote
capacity development in these countries.

While geopark activities in FEurope are
characterized by a bottom-up approach and
those in China a top-down approach, geopark
activities in Japan are characterized by
expertise in a middle-up-down approach, where
local governments in cities, towns and villages
play the role of secretariats, supporting the
activities of local residents and private
organizations, while at the same time,
receiving understanding and support from
individual prefectures and the national
government. Since the birth of Japan’s first
global geopark in 2009, the number of global
geoparks has increased to eight regions in just
a few years. Behind this increase are active
domestic network activities, which Japan can
use as an example to share.

However, Japanese Geoparks were unable to
communicate information on their activities to
the world due to factors such as a limited
number of personnel able to communicate in
foreign languages and limited experience in
international exchange. Furthermore, the
participation of women is still insufficient, so
an additional issue is to create environments
supportive of women.

For the reasons stated above, since last year,
the Japanese Geoparks Network (JGN) has
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been engaging in capacity development for
countries with no geoparks, or only a limited
number of geoparks, by utilizing the Official
Development Assistance Grants for UNESCO
Activities, a Japanese government project to
support the spread and development of
education, science, and culture in developing
countries located in the Asia-Pacific region and
other areas.

In this fiscal year, JGN implemented the
following three projects: 1) offering information
on geopark activities in Japan at the 5th Asia
Pacific Geoparks Network (APGN) Symposium;
2) inviting participants from countries eligible
for support to participate in the 8th National
Conference of Japanese Geoparks Network and
visit a UNESCO Global Geopark; and 3)
dispatching JGN personnel to hold a local
workshop in a country eligible for support
(Thailand).

JGN hopes that progress in these projects
will allow it to create a model for the
advancement of Japan’s internationalization
that contributes to the
geoparks.

development of

A-2  Summary of Implemented Projects

The following three projects of this fiscal
year, which were based on the results of
projects implemented in fiscal year 2016,
allowed invited participants to observe the
activities of geoparks in dJapan and the
Japanese Geoparks Network and the situation
of UNESCO Global Geopark activities, as well
as provided opportunities for participants to
communicate with people involved in geoparks.
At the APGN symposium, we exhibited a joint
booth with members of the Japanese Geoparks
Network, and showcased geopark activities
taking place in Japan. In addition, at the
geopark joint workshop in Thailand, working
closely with the Department of Mineral
Resources (DMR) of Thailand, we explored how
to adapt to present conditions to provide better
support.
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Project 1: Joint Booth Exhibition of JGN at the

5th APGN Symposium, 2017

September 19 (Tuesday) — 22 (Friday), 2017

Location: Zhijindong Cave UNESCO Global
Geopark (Guizhou, China)

Content: Participation in the Symposium,
Excursion, Oral Presentations, Joint
Booth Exhibition of JGN

Project 2: Invitation to People Involved in
Geopark  Activities from the
Asia-Pacific Region

1) Participation in the 8th National Conference

of Japanese Geoparks Network, 2017 in the

Oga Peninsula and Ogata

2) Study Tour of the Toya Caldera and Usu

Volcano UNESCO Global Geopark

Date: October 24 (Tuesday) — 29 (Sunday)

Contents: Participation in the National
Conference, Parallel Session, Project
Meeting, Wrap-up Meeting, Study
Tour of a UNESCO Global Geopark

Invited Countries: Cambodia, Indonesia,
Kazakhstan, Myanmar, Nepal, the
Philippines, Thailand (7 countries)

Project 3: Holding the Geopark Joint Workshop

in Thailand

Date: November 27 (Mon) — December 2 (Sat)

Place: Satun, Thailand

Number of Dispatched Personnel: Six

Contents: Holding Geopark Joint Workshop
with DMR (Department of Mineral
Resources) Thailand and Satun
Geopark, Sharing experience and

on JGN

communities and

information activities,
Visiting
Interviews with local people,
Meeting with DMR and the
Thailand National Commission for

UNESCO


https://ejje.weblio.jp/content/Oga+Peninsula
https://ejje.weblio.jp/content/the+Philippines
https://ejje.weblio.jp/content/the+Philippines

RERAE TR
Toya Caldera and Usu Volcano UNESCO Geopark

BEFXE AR

Oga Peninsula-Ogata Geopark

.
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Project Participants

7'm Y= b AL /3— Project Members

Role in the project Country Title Name/Institution P1 P2 P3
0 —H Kazuhiro NOBE
Leader Japan Mr. Okj Islands UNESCO Global Geopark o O
JRH LR Takumi HARADA
Staff Japan Mr. \t Apoi UNESCO Global Geopark o O
Staff FARJ + 7—1+¥ > DeVonna Lauritzen
ta Japan Ms. . Apoi UNESCO Global Geopark O
" MER Zi Nire KAGAYA
Sta Japan Mr. Toya Caldera and Usu Volcano UNESCO Global Geopark O O
o i 5% Yoshiaki HATA
Sta Japan Mr. Toya Caldera and Usu Volcano UNESCO Global Geopark O
. N LT Emiko KAWAMINAMI
! Japan Ms. Toya Caldera and Usu Volcano UNESCO Global Geopark O
Staff Sl 5T Hiroko TORIGOE
ta Japan Ms. Itoigawa UNESCO Global Geopark O S S
AT SElE Yukihiro MATSUURA
Staft Japan Mr. ganin Kaigan UNESCO Global Geopark O O
o AN TR Mari KOYAMA
Sta Japan Ms.  San'in Kaigan UNESCO Global Geopark o O
4 BT Atsuko NIINA
Staff Japan Dr. San'in Kaigan UNESCO Global Geopark o O
Staff R B Noritaka MATSUBARA
ta Japan Dr ganin Kaigan UNESCO Global Geopark O O
filge A3 Azumi SENTO
Staff Japan Ms.  Muroto UNESCO Global Geopark O O
KRE Fi— Marekazu ONO
Staff Japan Dr Ungzen Volcanic Area UNESCO Global Geopark O O
YK - T Ut Jagoda Woloszyn
Staff Japan Ms. ki Islands UNESCO Global Geopark o O 8
Wzt i Hiroyuki SAKANOUE
Staff Japan Mr. Kirishima Geopark S O S
BE &1 Yoko TOMITA
Staft Japan Ms.  Hakusan Tedorigawa Geopark O o o
G @ Makoto TAKAHASHI
Staff Japan Mr. 1,4 Peninsula Geopark O O
HH S Katsuhiko ASAHI
Staft Japan Dr. 1,4 Peninsula Geopark O o
&L OnY Hikari SHIBA
Staft Japan Ms. Sakurajima-Kinkowan Geopark O
B HE Kana TWAI
Staff Japan Ms. Sakurajima-Kinkowan Geopark O O
B Foh Kazunori NOGUCHI
Staff Japan Mr. Nanki Kumano Geopark O O
RV Yuki NAKASUJI
Staft Japan Mr. Nanki Kumano Geopark O o O
My BE Satoshi KOTANI
Staft Japan Mr. Tateyama Kurobe Geopark o
fid K Yuta YAMAOKA
Staff Japan Mr. LI b o O

Tateyama Kurobe Geopark



Role in the project Country Title Name/Institution P1 P2 P3
KAR Hisashi OIWANE
Staff Japan Dr. Mishima Kikai Caldera Geopark O O
Wk B Shinsuke Nakamura
Staff Japan Mr.  japanese Geoparks Network o
. HiE W Seiichi SAITO
Secretariat Japan Mr.  japanese Geoparks Network o O
) R IIES Kana Furusawa
Secretariat Japan Ms. Japanese Geoparks Network O o o
. FH Hih Setsuya NAKADA
Advisor Japan Prof. Japan Geopark Committee O O
. i BEA Mahito Watanabe
S Sl Dr. UNESCO Global Geoparks Council o 0 0
“S” means Support staff by planning, financial management, translation
WA Invited Participants
Role in the project Country Title Name/Institution P1 P2 P3
. . Yang Virinrath
Invitee Cambodia Ms. Geology Department, Ministry of Mines and Energy O
. . Risda Rosipah
LD {Erlomein G Ciletuh Palabuhanratu National Geopark O
. Dilyara Woodward
Invitee Kazakhstan — Dr. Al-Farabi Kazakh National University O
Khin Than Htoo
Invitee Myanmar Ms. Department of Geological Survey and Mineral O
Exploration
. Kanhaiya Sapkota
Invitee Nepal M. Tribhuvan University O
Jovencia Bete Ganub
Invitee Philippines Ms. Provincial Disaster Risk Reduction and Management O
Office
. . Anukoon Wongyai
Invitee Thailand M. Department of Mineral Resources O O
2 AT —7vay 7HFERMESE Thailand Workshop Co-organizers
Role in the project Country Title Name/Institution P1 P2 P3
i . . Anukoon Wongyai
Cororganizer Thailand  Mr. Department of Mineral Resources O O
. ] Tinnakorm Thathong
Co- Thailand  Mr.
ororganzer aran g Devartment of Mineral Resources o
. . Rath Jitrattana
Cororganizer Thailand M. Department of Mineral Resources O
. . Chanchana Kamcha
Cororganizer il i, Department of Mineral Resources O
) . Thanit Srisomsak
Co-organizer Thailand — Mr. Department of Mineral Resources O
Host/Co-organizer | Thailand  Ms. gjjﬁfgezssigprue O
Host/Co-organizer | Thailand  Mr. gzilfzaéie'g(l))r;%ﬁuekheang O
Host/Co-organizer | Thailand Ms. gzﬁii I(\I}Eelcljggliie O
Interpreter Thailand Ms. Pakkaporn Singhwachiraworakul O
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B Content of Implemented Projects
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Activities at the 5th APGN Symposium, 2017
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B-1-1. Outline

[Date] September 19 (Tuesday) - 22 (Friday) , 2017

[Location] Zhijin Conference Center, Zhijindong Cave UNESCO Global Geopark, Guizhou,
China

[7v < 2 Program]

BNAE)

Zhijin Conference Center

Hf2 Date | > AR UADT v/ T A Symposium Program JGN Capacity Development Project
19 A (L) 9:00-12:00 | B - FLFRGRTH VAT 2T TOT —AHE
19 (Tue) Conference Opening Ceremony | Project Booth in Geo-fair Exhibit (all day)
and Keynote Speeches
13:00-17:00 | 7—~<hIFE 16:115-16:30 70 Y= 7 hOF LB F— g v
Themed  Presentations and Project Presentation
Sessions
20 H(K) 9:00-10:00 FLFREE I Keynote Speeches AT 2T TOT—AHE
20 (Wed) 10:00-17:00 F— RI% I Project Booth in Geo-fair Exhibit (all day)
Themed  Presentations and | £l > 3 &0
Sessions Participation in the Special Session
20:00-21:00 ok a o — h
Outdoor Concert
21 HOR) 9:00-17:00 | =7 AH—v 3 LY AT = 3 VB
12 (Thuw) Study Tour Participation in Study Tour
19:00-21:00 XYy T T AT R=T ¢
Bonfire Party
22 H(&) 9:00-15:00 T —<RgER AT 2T TOT—AHE
22 (Fri) Themed  Presentations  and | Project Booth in Geo-fair Exhibit (all day)
Sessions
15:00-17:00 | FA=sX
Closing Ceremony
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B-1-2. Symposium Content
The Network
(APGN) holds an international conference

Asia Pacific Geoparks
once every two years at a venue in a member
region or city nearby. This international
conference was the fifth such conference,
held at Zhijindong Cave UNESCO Global
Geopark in Guizhou, People’s Republic of
China, and attended by participants from 25
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countries.

The theme of this international conference
was “UNESCO Global Geoparks Contribute
to the Sustainable Development of Local
Economy” People involved in geoparks in the
Asia-Pacific geologists and
specialists in geology, shared examples of
geopark activities and participated in
discussions on effective ways to develop local

region,

economies and the protection of geological
heritage.

Because an international conference was a
great opportunity to promote this program,
discuss the state of collaboration with
countries eligible for support, and review
activity results, as well as a chance to collect
information on regions or countries eligible
for future support, we held an exhibition in
the Geo-fair and participated in oral
presentations and special sessions.

B-1-3. The Geo-fair Exhibition

The project booth (utilizing a four-booth
space; 12 meters wide and 2 meters deep)
was a collaborative exhibition with the JGN,
the eight Japanese UNESCO Global
Geoparks and eight Japanese geoparks,
totaling to 16 geoparks. It allowed for an
introduction of each of the Japanese
geoparks and interactions with people
involved in geoparks from around the world.

The collaborative exhibition involved the
introduction of JGN
explanation of each geopark in JGN, a panel

activities, an

exhibition of photos, and handouts of
brochures, etc.

While introducing the geoparks in Japan,
a question about the areas where disasters
occurred in the past and their reconstruction
arose. The locations of the affected areas
were pointed out on a map, using photos on
the brochures distributed by each geopark.
Compared to the GGN Geo-fair last year (an
exhibition by eight geoparks), this year
participation doubled with 16 geoparks
holding an exhibition, so we were able to
introduce geoparks In Japan more
extensively to people involved in geoparks

from around the world.
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B-1-4 Presentation about the Project and
the Special Session

In the
“Promoting Aspiring Global Geoparks”, an

themed presentations for

oral presentation introducing the project
was delivered (in the afternoon of the 19th).
People involved in this project participated
in the special session titled “Strengthening
Regional Cooperation to Promote UNESCO
Global Geoparks’ Development in Asia and
the Pacific Region,” which was co-hosted by
the UNESCO Jakarta, Science Bureau for
Asia and the Pacific and the APGN
secretariat (the session was held in the
afternoon of the 20th). In the session,
activities by each country and the future
outlooks were shared, and Ms. Kana
Furusawa presented about JGN activities
and the current progress of the project. The
project team members were able to
effectively promote the project at the APGN
symposium, and some people even
responded that they would like to actively

participate in the future.




B-2 #HEEE
Hosting Program
B-2-1 H8ERAAVAN—I Ry bU—72EKRZ 2017 TOERY A
Participation in the 8th National Conference of the Japanese Geoparks Network, 2017 in the
Oga Peninsula-Ogata
B-2-1-1 Hi& - 55T
[A#] 20174210 H 24 H (k) ~26 H (K)
(%] B - RKIBYA =7 BKBEREBET - KRB
[=25%] Bt RSt BCm IR )
B-2-1-1 Outline
[Date] October 24 (Tuesday) - 26 (Thursday) 2017
[Location] Oga City Cultural Center, Oga Peninsula-Ogata Geopark , Akita Prefecture, Japan
[72 2 Z 4] Program

Hf2/Date | ®E K& 717 Z h/Conference Program | JGN Capacity Development Project
24 H(CK) | 19:00-20:30 | 7' LAHER =S
24 (Tue) Ice Breaker Participate in the ice breaker
25 HOK) | 13:30-15:20 | B - FEHaE 0 9:00-12:00 7B V=7 NI —TFT 47
25 Opening Ceremony, Project Meeting
(Wed) Keynote Speech BH 2EKREOT R T 0 7T ATE
15:30-16:00 RNAH—+t v a3 a7 X | Participate in the major programs of the
A L T — AR conference
Poster Session Core Time | 7 — A L%
and Booth Exhibition Walkaround and observe the booth
18:30-20:30 IRFIVTF 4 ATy gy exhibitions and food stalls
Panel Discussion
18:30-20:30 | KA&Qie
Welcome Party
26 H(CR) | 9:00-12:00 PaRe = yFhe T TEBGES; & AR~
26 Parallel Session A geopark takes you to a new world!!| %
(Thu) HE
Hold parallel session No.7
—International Collaboration and
Mutual Development—
13:00-13:45 RAZ—kyars 77— | B
B Lunch
Poster Session and Booth
Exhibition
13:45-15:00 | kL E=— 15:20-16:10 £ HI—FT 4 7
Closing Ceremony Wrap up Meeting
15:40~ #%# Move to the next venue
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B-2-1-2
Conference

Japan currently has eight UNESCO
Global Geoparks and 35 Japanese
geoparks, and they all engage in activities
as the Japanese Geoparks Network (JGN).
This network’s largest event is the national
conference held annually each autumn at a
geopark in Japan. Here, involved persons
are able to learn from each other and
deepen exchanges through such events as
keynote speeches, parallel sessions, poster
presentations, and excursions.

The 8th National Conference, which
marked the tenth anniversary of the
commencement of activities by Japanese
geoparks, was held at Oga
Peninsula-Ogata Geopark and 1,232 people
involved in geoparks participated from all
over Japan.

In this project, invited countries were
defined as countries where geoparks either
do not exist or are limited (a total of 7
countries: Cambodia, Indonesia,
Kazakhstan, @ Mpyanmar, Nepal, the
Philippines, and Thailand). We appealed to
the relevant organizations in these
countries in order to help select one person
from each country who was playing a key
role in the development of geopark
activities to invite. We focused on learning
how to develop more effective support
projects through information exchanges
with invited participants from each country
and on building a consensus on geoparks
with people involved in each country by
having them actually experience the
features and diversities of geopark
activities.

Invited participants had in-depth
discussions at the project meetings and
parallel  sessions on  international
collaborations planned by this project. They
also experienced geopark activities in
Japan and had discussions with people
involved through such events as keynote
speeches, panel discussions, poster
presentations and general exchange
sessions. After participating in the national
conference, they visited the Toya Caldera
and Usu Volcano UNESCO Global Geopark

Contents of the National


https://eow.alc.co.jp/search?q=Cambodia&ref=awlj
https://eow.alc.co.jp/search?q=Kazakhstan&ref=awlj
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for a study tour.

B-2-1-3 Contents of the Program Meeting

(1) Introduction

Kazuhiro Nobe: Welcome Speech
Explanation about the Purpose of this
Project and its Future Plan

Noritaka Matsubara:
UNESCO Global Geoparks
Explanation of the Program and its
Purpose, Management, Application
Processes, etc.

Marekazu Ono:
Risk Reduction Management and
Geoparks
Introduction of the risk reduction
management activities in the Unzen
Volcanic Area UNESCO Global Geopark
as an example of the reduction of risks
from natural disasters, which 1s one of
the goals of UNESCO Global Geoparks

Kana Furusawa: Network Activities
Overview of JGN and its activities, and
an explanation of this project

Jagoda Woloszyn:
Exchange Programs between JGN and
CGN
Introduction of the exchange programs
starting in April 2017

(2) Reports on Current Conditions
Delivered by Invited Countries

Invited participants presented the
current conditions of geopark activities if
any actions had already been implemented.
If there were no activities being
implemented then they presented the
current status of the activities of other
UNESCO programs or the expectations for
geopark activities and exchanged
information.

Summary of the Presentations

[Cambodia]

There are geological heritages including
hot springs, craters, fossils and geological
structures. However, geopark activities
have not begun yet. Because human
resources and financial support are
inefficient, in order to protect geological
heritages, project cooperation by public and
private sectors is required. Action plans for


https://ejje.weblio.jp/content/geological+structure
https://ejje.weblio.jp/content/geological+structure
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the selection of an optimal site and its
preservation will be implemented, and a
survey and evaluation of the site for
research, education and sightseeing will be
performed.

[Indonesia]

The management of Ciletuh
Palabuhanratu Aspiring Geopark, which
has applied to UNESCO Global Geoparks,
was explained. Geodiversity, biodiversity
and cultural diversity are Indonesia’s
features.  Educational activities for
students, conservation activities and the
development of relevant products are being
promoted.

[Kazakhstan]

Kazakhstan is the largest landlocked
country in the world and has a variety of
ethnic groups and cultures. Research on
geosites started in 1992 and a database for
geosites was created. Kazakhstan 1is
currently preparing to apply to the
UNESCO Global Geoparks by continuously
holding seminars for capacity development
building, and participating in international
conferences.

[Myanmar]

The invited participant works at the
Department of Geological Survey and
Mineral Exploration and at the Ministry of
Natural Resources and Environmental
Conservation. There is geodiversity, such as
geological  structures and  volcanic

landforms, in Myanmar from the
Precambrian era. Inle Lake became the
first Biosphere Reserve in Myanmar. The
concepts and activities of geoparks have
been adopted since 2015, and Myanmar is
trying to be ready for their first UNESCO
Global Geopark application.



https://ejje.weblio.jp/content/cultural+diversity
https://ejje.weblio.jp/content/geological+structure
https://ejje.weblio.jp/content/volcanic+landform
https://ejje.weblio.jp/content/volcanic+landform
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[Nepall

Geopark activities have not begun yet,
but there 1is great potential in the
geodiversity here. The UNESCO Man and
the Biosphere committee was established
in 1983 in Nepal and the participant
himself is engaging in various activities. He

wants to move forward with a
transnational approach.
[Thailand]

Geopark activities are promoted with the
support of the DMR. The Satun Aspiring
Geopark, which is applying for a UNESCO
Global Geopark designation, had a field
evaluation by UNESCO Global Geopark
Evaluation Team. After participating in
network they took the
opportunity to change from a top-down to a
bottom-up approach.

activities,

*The participant from the Philippines arrived late

and could not make presentation in the session.

B-2-1-4 Content of the Parallel Session
A parallel session titled the “International
Collaboration and Mutual Development: A

‘77

geopark takes you to a new world!!” was
held as one of the conference’s ten parallel
sessions. This was a second time that a
parallel the of

international collaboration was carried out

session  on theme
in the English language, following the
session that took place at the National
Conference of Japanese Geoparks Network
in the Izu Peninsula last year. Seven
invited participants, 18 people from the
hosting side, and ten others attended this
parallel session.

(1) An Icebreaker: “Pair Work”

Through pair work, participants built
relationships of trust which enabled them
to communicate with their own voices and
created an atmosphere in which it was easy
to talk.

(2) Presentations

- Explanation of the whole picture of the
JGN’s International Collaboration
Working Group, the activities it has
undertaken to date, and the positioning of
this panel session (Kana Furusawa)

» Sharing experiences of instances where


http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/environment/ecological-sciences/man-and-biosphere-programme/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/environment/ecological-sciences/man-and-biosphere-programme/
https://eow.alc.co.jp/search?q=build&ref=awlj
https://eow.alc.co.jp/search?q=relationship&ref=awlj
https://eow.alc.co.jp/search?q=trust&ref=awlj
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geoparks have changed lives (Emiko
Kawaminami and Hisashi Oiwane)

(8) Group Work

The group work divided the seven
invited countries into seven groups by
country. After participants shared the
current state of geoparks in their
respective  countries, the following
questions were directed to each participant
invited from abroad and participants
from Japanese Geoparks and were
discussed within each group.

Questions directed to participants from
Japanese Geoparks:

“What is not successful in your region?”
“What kind of support could have helped
prevent failure?” “What could we do for
recipient countries to avoid failures?”

Questions directed to participants
invited from abroad:

“What does your country want to
accomplish by establishing a geopark?”
“To achieve this, what support does your
country need?” “Who does your country
want to please with its activities?”
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In response to these discussions, the
question of “what support can geoparks in
Japan provide?” was asked. Based on these
questions, the type of support was
considered and at the wrap-up of the
discussion each country exchanged ideas of
the challenges they want to tackle in their
geoparks and the concrete supportive
measures they want from Japan, which
were classified by their level of difficulty.

This parallel session enabled us to
understand the current conditions and the
different issues in each country through
dialogue, and, at the same time, gave us an
opportunity to view the current condition of
the JGN objectively.

B-2-1-5 Wrap-up Meeting
Participants shared final impressions
what  they through

and learned

participating in the Oga Peninsula-Ogata
Conference.



https://eow.alc.co.jp/search?q=supportive&ref=awlj
https://eow.alc.co.jp/search?q=measures&ref=awlj
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Study Tour of the Toya Caldera and Usu Volcano UNESCO Global Geopark

B-2-2-1 A2

B

[H2] 2017410 H 27 H (&) ~28 A (4)
[(Zir] IRFRIHAER L R A aftt oA — 27 (AeiE BT - AR IE)
B-2-2-1 Outline
[Date] October 27 (Friday) -28(Saturday) 2017
[%5F7] Toya Caldera and Usu Volcano UNESCO Global Geopark, Hokkaido, Japan

[72 27 4] [Program]

H#2/Date FEM]/Time N7 /Content %P Venue
Tk —HER LS R)
9:00-11:30
i New Chitose Airport — Mt.
Travel
Usu
BERILUIEZ Y 7 A A RY T —, VA =T )
2o IWE—ILTH (FEkle—7 7 <
) ) T H— R
27 H (%) 11:30-13:15 . . 1)
97 (Fri) Guided Tour on the Top of Mt. Usu, Visiting Foot—Top (Mt. Usu R )
— . Usu Ropewa,
. Geopark Disaster Reduction Theater 0 op ° peway
BE KLFF
Lunch Volcanic Village
B = /NI S SN
T SRR L
14:05-14:45 . _Tj-/‘) b m. ﬁtﬂuxi.% Mimatsu Masao Memorial
Visiting On-site Facility
Museum
-~ N 1977 F K ILEREA
| ki -
15:55-16:10 . 1977 Eruption Remnants
Observe Remnants of Eruption
Park
g ey 2 —t o & —
7 44— )L K /.f_;T\ . SR =
16:20-16:55 4) . ]\%%@, kUJer%.ﬁE
Visiting the Facility Toyako Visitor Center
/Volcano Science Museum
TRFRIMAERIL A — 7 R 32 JEEhEHRE N VA N— 7 BHRESY
9:30-10:30 | Overview of Toya Caldera and Usu Volcano Global | ‘Geopark Blessings’
Geopark/Introduction of Activities Exhibition Venue
10:50-11:10 KIETRE YA R LA eV T7 7 —2Ah
28 H(+1+) ’ . Visiting Pyroclastic Flow Plateau Lake Hill Farm
28 (Sat) TRERWASHHER - 75 1L 1L EEBOR
. Eom
) e s
11:35-12:20 )%Ufl.@%%(%%ﬁ% . . Toyako Kindergarten, North
Visiting Crater Ruins Walking Trail . Lo
Exit of Nishiyama-sanroku
Walking Trail
B RFRWHRR 1 —X
Lunch KARZZ, Toyako Onsen
13:40-14:40 KOEHEER (K726 DFFD) <IEbDRBZRIEHF
Experiencing Gifts from the Land (Fruit Picking) | Hamada-en, Fruit Grower
TeT —H A TR
15:00-15:20 ﬁjb, A7 . "
Archives Research Base D NOIEHAR
SO0, Feo Sobetsu Information Center
15:30-17:00

Reflecting/Wrap-up
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B-2-2-2 Content of the Study Tour

After participating in the 8th National
Conference of Japanese Geoparks Network
of 2017, we held a study tour of a
UNESCO Global Geopark. We visited
geosites and relevant facilities as well as
volcanic eruption remnants while being
led by a geoguide who was a ‘Volcano
Meister’, received presentations about the
Toya Caldera and Usu Volcano Global
Geopark and examples of its activities, and
held a wrap-up meeting of the hosting
project.

The Toya Caldera and Usu Volcano
Global Geopark secretariat asked local
residents and volcano meisters to
accompany them on the tour, which
created an opportunity for information
exchange between invited people and local

residents.

B-2-2-3 Geosites/Visiting Facilities
Through the two days from October 27 to
28, volcano meister Emiko Kawanami
showed invited participants around. Five
project members attended this study tour.
(1) 27th
1) Reaching the top of Mt. Usu by
ropeway and inspecting the crater
basin.
2)Explanation by Mitsuro Mimatsu,
at the
Memorial Museum, about the late

director Mimatsu Masao

Masao Mimatsu, who worked on
creating a record of Mt. Usu’s volcanic
activity, and the exhibitions in the
museum.

3) Visiting buildings affected by volcanic
materials ejected at the time of the
eruption and land upheavals in the
1977 Eruption Remnants Park and
the Konpira Crater Ruins walking
trail.

4) Learning about plants and animals in
Lake Toya and Mt. Usu, how the
eruption happened, and


https://ejje.weblio.jp/content/Crater+Basin
https://ejje.weblio.jp/content/Crater+Basin
https://ejje.weblio.jp/content/at+the+time+of+the
https://ejje.weblio.jp/content/land+upheaval
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g670061-d12434183-Reviews-Konpira_Crater_Ruins_Walking_Trail-Toyako_cho_Abuta_gun_Hokkaido.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g670061-d12434183-Reviews-Konpira_Crater_Ruins_Walking_Trail-Toyako_cho_Abuta_gun_Hokkaido.html
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disaster-prevention measures using
panels and videos in the Toyako
Visitor Center and Volcano Science
Museum.
(2) 28th
1) The following two presentations took
place in the workshop space of the
‘Geopark Blessings’ exhibition venue
on the third floor of the Toyako Tourist
Information Center (UNESCO Hall).
- DeVonna Lauritzen: “Introduction of
Mt. Apoi UNESCO Global Geopark”
Nire to
Examples of Utilizing Picture Books
and Cards that Tell Stories of the Land
in the Toya Caldera and Usu Volcano

Kagaya: “Introduction

Geopark”.

2) Visiting the pyroclastic flow plateau
and the crater ruins walking trail and
fruit picking.

3) After visiting the archives research
base, “Michinoeki (Roadside Station)
Sobetsu information center, i (a1),” a

wrap-up meeting in the training room
was held.

B-2-3 Wrap-up Meeting of the Hosting
Project and the Responses of Invited

Project Participants
At the wrap up meeting, invited
participants provided the following
opinions on the program.

[Cambodia]

I realized how important the

development of networks and geoparks is
for regional economic development.


https://eow.alc.co.jp/search?q=disaster-prevention&ref=awlj
https://eow.alc.co.jp/search?q=measures&ref=awlj
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+ The focus for the future is to direct the
concern of Cambodian people, who are
accustomed to protecting animals and
plants, to the protection of geological
heritage.

+ In the poster session of the National

of JGN, the

participating in the geopark activities

Conference students
were 1mpressive. Their research was
easy to understand.

- It 1s important to promote sustainable

through
exchange,

development tourism,

educational workshops,
seminars, and the exchange programs of
regional geoparks.

+ This program is very important because
it enables countries that are seeking to
apply to UNESCO Global Geoparks to
learn from JGN.

[Indonesia)

« The presentation titled “Let’s Cook a
Geopark” at the national conference was
very interesting because it easily
explained geological phenomena so that
everyone could understand .

* In the study tour of the Toya Caldera and
Usu Volcano UNESCO Global Geopark,
multilingual brochures including some
in Indonesian were available, and I was
impressed by how useful they were for
visitors from different countries.

+ I want to establish a geoguide club for
students and invite English teaching
volunteers.

[Kazakhstan]

+ The utilization of geosites as proof of the
occurrence of disasters in the past and
the activities for preparing for potential
disasters are helpful for studies by
scientists.

I realized that partnership and teamwork
are essential. Without the collaboration
of local residents, governments, guides
and schools, geoparks could not survive.

+ We need financial support to introduce
Japanese geoparks and volcano experts
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in the mass media of Kazakhstan.

+ By holding workshops for women to
promote souvenir production, I want to
improve their household income and
help them acquire skills.

[Myanmar]

+ Thanks to this program, I was able to
build a good relationship with the
project members and the participants
from other countries (invited
participants).

+ With geopark activities, it is very
important for many local residents to
actively participate in the activities.

+ I gained a lot of knowledge and
experience about the geoparks in Japan.
By taking advantage of this, I want to
try to launch geoparks in my country.

+ I learned about natural disasters and
evacuation systems. In particular, I am
interested in the evacuation system in
the countryside.

JGN should hold conferences or
workshops for developing human
resources in countries within the

Asia-Pacific region where the
development of geoparks has not

progressed much.

+ I want the public to know that geoparks
will be established with a bottom-up
style, with local people and the
authorities involved.

[Nepal]

+ I learned that the concept of geoparks is
not only related to geology, but also
involves the aspect of interaction
between humans and the environment
(nature) and their common ground and
that all of these aspects are essential
in this more holistic approach.

+ The concept of the bottom-up style
utilizing geological values and vitalizing
the regions for common goals is playing
an important role in our daily life.

+ As Geopark activities in Nepal are at an

early stage, this conference was helpful
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in conceptualizing the idea of geoparks.

» The local residents are recommended to

engage in their own development of
facilities and services in a sustainable
way.

+ In Japan, a sense of belonging and

regionalism 1is considered important.
The disaster strengthened this sense,
and it became the strength to overcome
difficulties.

+ After returning to my country, I would

like to start creating programs for
people in the government and other
people to recognize geoparks.

By visiting the UNESCO Global
Geoparks, I had a great opportunity to
see how JGN members cooperate with
each other.

+ It was useful for everyone to cooperate

and progress together.
[ Philippines]

+ The workshop, whose style was to share

issues and find a way to obtain support
from JGN, encouraged me so much.

+ The story of the mail clerk who recorded

of  Mt.
Showa-shinzan was very impressive.

the volcanic activities

* The geo-guides do not only guide but also

play a role as educators. They are
engaged in improving the awareness of
disaster-prevention measures and the
reduction of disasters in the regions.

+ The volcano experts are helpful in the

promotion of geoparks and education,
and they also have a therapy-like aspect
in that they overcame the sad disasters
through geopark activities.
[Thailand]

* The program item where a small number

of students in a group in the poster
presentation recognized the SDGs in the
community and wrote a report was very
interesting.

« I think the guide training system

including tests by reports, interviews
and practical tests in the Toya Caldera


https://eow.alc.co.jp/search?q=disaster-prevention&ref=awlj
https://eow.alc.co.jp/search?q=measures&ref=awlj
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and Usu Volcano Global Geopark was
sustainable and excellent.

+ The geo-story explained about the danger
and grace of volcanoes peaked my
interest. I want to promote the
production of geo-stories in geopark
promotion activities in Thailand.

- It is a good idea for students to have
practical on-the-job training in their
studies.

* The local residents have a strong sense of
belonging in the community and it
changed their identities. They have clear
goals and generosity.

+ 1 want to propose this program for
developing abilities to the Thailand
Geoparks Development Association, and
have the association adopt this program
as the basis for the promotion of
geoparks in the future.

+ I hope that the geoparks in Japan and
UNESCO will continue to cooperate
together with the training courses for
ability development and the exchange
program.

o T S 307 (’Eﬂﬁlﬂﬁf
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https://ejje.weblio.jp/content/activities
https://eow.alc.co.jp/search?q=practical&ref=awlj
https://eow.alc.co.jp/search?q=on-the-job&ref=awlj
https://eow.alc.co.jp/search?q=training&ref=awlj

B-3 ZAZBIFIEEY—I T a vy TR
The Joint Workshop in Thailand

B-3-1.

B-3-1. Outline
[AfE] 2017411 H 270 (A) ~12A2H ()
[Date] November 27 (Monday) — December 2 (Saturday), 2017
[35F7] Satun Aspiring Geopark (7> (¥4 Satun ¥35 & Y Bangkok 1)
[Location] Satun Aspiring Geopark , Satun Province and Bangkok Metropolitan Region
[3LFIBAMEE] JGN, ¥ A Si& iR (DMR)., Satun Aspiring Geoapark
[Cohosts] JGN, DMR, and Satun Aspiring Geopark

[7v2 2 Z A] Program

HEE - 5T - LFEBAfEE

H f+/Date B/ Time P % /Content %iF/Place
27 H(A) BHE) HA—Satun
27 (Mon) Travel (Japan — Satun)
28 H (k) &, v—2vavy71HH Satun SAO Office
28 (Tue) 9:30-12:00 Conference Opening Ceremony, Keynote Speeches | (Satun FTE(IX & &R
and Group Work HaEER) E
) ) &£ Lunch (Homemade Cuisine by Local Women’s | (Satun Sub-district
12:00-13:00 .. .
Group) Administration
TN—F 0= IEFEEFIIA, B LB & Y | Organization), etc.
A
13:00-18:30 Group Work, Sharing of Examples of Geopark
Activities in Japan, Visiting Thungwa Worawit
School, Inspecting Stegodon Cave and Thungwa
Ancient Elephant Museum
7 =)V 5T 4 F— Welcome Dinner DA N— T N S —
19:00-20:00 (Exhibition of Photos of the Ethnic Minority, | Larnkao Restaurant
“Mani,” by the Owner of the Geopark Partner’s | a partner of the Satun
Restaurant) Aspiring Geopark
29 A (K) J—273av72AH RT 4 v 7 BT E
29 (Wed) | 9:00-12:30 22 - B X HY A Batik Dyeing Factory
Inspecting a Batik Dyeing Factory, Interviews
i i IEE) 7533
12:50-13:40 & Lunch Homestay facility
BIMiHRgE, BE Y A
18:50-14:30 Inspecting “Bo Chet Luk (Seven Wells)”, | Bo Chet Luk X
Introduction of the Activities by Local Community, | Bo Chet Luk District
Interview
VA R—= T N S —
18:40-19:40 4 £ Dinner at a Geopark Partner’s Restaurant Kura Rim Lay Pak Bara
30 H(R) , ) U—2vav73HH KT N HE
30 (Thu) 9:50-12:30 Workshop Hotel
TEEhERIEE . s
12:30-14:30 Sharing Examples of Geopark Activities in Japan
Closing Ceremony
. . FeHI—T 4T
14:50-15:50 Wrap-up Meeting
5% SRYRZ
15:00-17:00 B i fH 52 Mu Ko Phetra [E37./0 [

Inspecting Mu Ko Phetra National Park

Mu Ko Phetra National Park

24



https://ejje.weblio.jp/content/homemade

18:00-19:00
Province

442> (Satun REIEIH L D2 R)

Dinner Meeting with Vice Governor,

Satun

12 /3 R B#  Travel

Satun—Bangkok

1 H®&)
December

1 (Fri) (CCOP) LD&R)

13:00-14:00

Asia (CCOP)

BEs (- KM 7 V7 kR ERELZ RS

Luncheon with the Coordinating Committee for
Geoscience Programmes in East and Southeast

|

Suvarnabhumi %=}
Suvarnabhumi Airport

Meeting with the
15:30-16:30

Site in Thailand

i (DMR, %A 2xA=FENEER)
Department

Resources (DMR) and the Thailand National
Commission for UNESCO
Introduction of Geopark Activities and Candidate

Introduction of JGN and its Project

DMR
of Mineral

18:00-20:30

4 £ (DMR & D2 £) Dinner Party (DMR)

2 BH(+)
2 (Sat)

8:30-9:30 BRI —=T 47

Final Meeting

w7V
Hotel

®#Eh Travel

Bangkok—dJapan

B-32 #FEV—IvavTlONE

A ARNO2R R AR A S — 7 FRE H G H
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HEE TG o IO ORI A A 5 L ki, M
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25

B-3-2 Content of the Joint Workshop

We visited the Satun Aspiring Geopark,
which 1is submitting the country’s first
UNESCO Global Geopark application. We
shared knowledge and experiences we've

cultivated in the management of the

geoparks 1n dJapan, and also explored
possibilities for regional sustainable
development. We put an emphasis on

dialogue with the local residents, and by
clarifying potential local issues through
the
promotion of geoparks using a bottom-up

interviews, we aimed to discuss
approach with the people involved in the
geoparks as well as the local residents.

For the three-day workshop for geoparks
in Thailand to be utilized more effectively,
we had a discussion about the following: 1)
of

geoparks; 2) clarifying local issues; and 3)

understanding the various aspects
the importance of creating a culture where
By

and

various actors continue a dialogue.
sharing examples of the failures
successes of geopark activities in Japan, we

were able to highlight potential local issues.



https://ejje.weblio.jp/content/luncheon
https://ejje.weblio.jp/content/Coordinating+Committee+for+Geoscience+Programmes+in+East+and+Southeast+Asia
https://ejje.weblio.jp/content/Coordinating+Committee+for+Geoscience+Programmes+in+East+and+Southeast+Asia
https://ejje.weblio.jp/content/Coordinating+Committee+for+Geoscience+Programmes+in+East+and+Southeast+Asia
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(1) First day (28th)
« Icebreaker

talk:
implementation of the practice “A listener

Pair Introduction and

should devote themselves to listening.”

+ Keynote Speech by Mahito Watanabe

Introduction of UNESCO Global

Geoparks

+ Group work:

What is the purpose of Satun Aspiring
Geopark

- Introduction of examples of geopark

activities in Japan
Yoko Tomita: Introduction of geopark
Hakusan

activities in Tedorigawa

Geopark (failures concerning tourism)

+ Inspection and Interview
* Thungwa Worawit High School

Introduction of geopark activities,
and the
development by high school students

geopark studies products
- Introduction of educational activities at
Itoigawa UNESCO Global Geopark by

Shinsuke Nakamura

» Inspection of Stegodon Cave, and listening

to a story by a person who canoed in the
river in the cave to the sea

+ Thungwa Ancient Elephant Museum:

Paleontology and ethnic culture in

Satun

ANEUIMTINYiB 07y,

Tourist Infc
-

n center


https://ejje.weblio.jp/content/racial+culture

Q2 v—7vav72HHQIH) (2) Second day (29th)

2 HEOBEXEY Tl [{EROIEE 4 %5 L On the second day we conducted
BE e, DA b LT AR T interviews, keeping in mind what support

oM ICHELT IO, activities by the local residents.
CREEOH LI E B LWL 2 DOIEH) To find clues for activities to create a

DENPY T HITONRT 4 v 7 Yufd, better community, we visited a local Batik
dyeing factory and we were told about the

we can provide as geoparks to promote

BAEMREL, MExDOEE S AT LAZHONTO

VY o - - 3 N -
I e, BERHEIC Toh S TomEic that, we interviewed people involved in the
DNWT, VA NR—=INL T2 b LIZEEDOEL, activities about
e 4 [ O - the changes

management system of the facility. After

‘ W Y~ which geoparks
' have brought
about and their
(T expectations

& H v and hopes for

W & <47 geoparks.
The lunch venue was a guest house

277,
BR=Y5E. Bo Chet Luk HiXO A A F73# district, and the guest house program was
HLTWD R\l T, BT a7 7 AOHH explained to us there.

2 T, In the afternoon, we interviewed people

managed by a guide in the Bo Chet Luk

A involved in the community in the Bo Chet
. Luk district.

" Bo Chet Luk #1pX°C, HIKXOWEEIZ SV TR We analyzed the interviews and the needs

NEZTHELEBIC, 2Ia=T 4 —HFRHIC of the local residents were summarized as

&I HEZITo 7

follows: 1) a balance with religion, tradition

and tourism; 2) incorporate senior citizens;

3) distribute information to tourists and
local residents; and 4) the maintenance of
base facilities for job training etc.
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(3) Third day (30th)

Workshop

Using the results of the interviews the
previous day, we picked up on the issues
and needs in the regions, and sought the
direction of geopark activities while
the the
possibilities of geoparks. Questions selected

were as follows: 1) If the number of tourists

continuing dialogue about

increase, what will change in this region? 2)
Before the changes occur, what kind of
preparations should be done in the next six
months?

WwFE T
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As a reference for the dialogue we had, we
continuously shared examples of geopark
activities in Japan.

* Yuki Nakasuji: Nanki Kumano Geopark

(failure in the top-down approach)

- Kana Furusawa:! Activities of Muroto

UNESCO Global Geopark

- Mahito Watanabe:
activities

Japanese geopark

The Main Opinions in Response to the
Questions

For the first question, while the increase
in tourists will lead to increases in income,
employment and the improvement of living
through
development, some people worried that it

standards infrastructure

might bring about a deterioration in

security and the environment and changes

to lifestyles.
As for the second question, calls for more
active progress were made. including

suggestions to hold meetings with the public
and private sectors for the creation of a
of the
management system of committees or local

management plan, reinforce

community networks, set regulations,

start product development, and train
guides in foreign languages, etc. Most of the
suggestions focused on the importance of
well-balanced

conservation and

development.

B-3-3 Responses of the Participants

(1) Thoughts provided by the residents:

* Designation as a geopark is not important.
It is important whether the use of natural
resources will be beneficial to the region.

+ What i1s most important is how the
community will survive happily.

I learned about the promotion of global
geoparks.

» This is a good opportunity to share JGN’s
experiences with Thailand. We can learn
mutually. T hope this event will be held
every year.

- We want to hold this event in other
geoparks in Thailand.


https://ejje.weblio.jp/content/Infrastructure+development
https://ejje.weblio.jp/content/Infrastructure+development
https://ejje.weblio.jp/content/Local+community
https://ejje.weblio.jp/content/Local+community
https://ejje.weblio.jp/content/networks
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(2) Thoughts on the workshop provided by
DMR
- We want to apply the methods in this
workshop to other geoparks.
» We know that communities need a chance
to grow.
+ We will hold a joint workshop for Japan
and Thailand.

« It is good for leaders of our communities to

study in Japan.

(3) Thoughts on the workshop provided by
JGN: JGN conveyed its thoughts during
the three-day workshop.

* The community-based business in the
Satun Aspiring Geopark, in which

sustainable development  is well
understood, is excellent.
+ We strongly recommend creating domestic

networks to share or promote excellent

activities among  communities  or
geoparks.
+ The excellent activities in the Satun

Aspiring Geopark are worth introducing
We
involved will participate in the APGN or

to other countries. hope people
the GGN conferences, and strengthen the
international network.

The the
explanations by guides must be improved

explanation panels and
for better understanding.

- It is important for all people in the
community to be involved. We also want
to maintain the relationship between

Japan and Thailand.

B-3-4 Results

We have found that the basic principles of
geoparks have taken root in the local people
of Satun through excellent community
activities. In Satun, the ideas of sustainable
development and community-based
development in Thailand are symbolized in
the "Sufficiency Economy" advocated for in
the aftermath of the Asian Currency Crisis
of 1997, and have thoroughly permeated the
have been

region. Geopark activities
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introduced there and they are progressing
smoothly. Geoparks in Japan have a lot to
learn from these activities.

Sharing examples of successes and
failures in Japan was received well because
Thai participants had opportunities to learn
about geopark concepts and examples

including Geoparks in other countries,

education, involvement of local
communities, domestic networks, etc.
Through the workshops, various

stakeholders, including the local residents
in Thailand
government, had a common recognition of

and people involved in
important issues such as the necessity of
mid-and-long term plans, the incorporation
of senior citizens, and the balance of the
development and conservation of nature.
We believe we were able to carry out a
mutually beneficial result for both parties
because in order to utilize the results of one
day into the activities of the next, the JGN
team and translators spent every day and
night discussing issues and identifying the
most important information to take away
from each dialogue to effectively adapt
plans to fit changing circumstances. These
everyday discussions were a very essential
part for the development of programs, and
should have in Thailand

participate. We will arrange an opportunity

we cohosts
to participate next time. With this in mind,
we mutually confirmed future issues in the
final meeting.

Through this joint workshop, a strong
relationship of trust with Japan and
Thailand for future collaboration was built.
It is a strong basis for the next project.


https://ejje.weblio.jp/content/term
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https://ejje.weblio.jp/content/trust+with
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This project had the following three
projects to support capacity development for
the vitalization of the geopark network in
the Asia-Pacific region: 1) the JGN booth
exhibition in the Asia Pacific Geoparks
Network (APGN) Symposium (Zhijindong
Cave UNESCO Global Geopark, China); 2)
participation in the 8th National Conference
of Japanese Geoparks Network of 2017 in
the Oga Peninsula and Ogata (Oga
Peninsula-Ogata Geopark), and study tour
of a UNESCO Global Geopark (Toya Caldera
and Usu Volcano UNESCO Global Geopark);
and 3) the holding of the first joint geopark
workshop in Thailand for the promotion of
geopark activities.

These projects
support the establishment of new geoparks
in countries receiving project support to
foster the abilities of Japanese geoparks and
their staff and contribute to UNESCO's
Medium-Term Strategy for 2014-2021 and
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

were implemented to

C-1 Support for Establishing New Geoparks
in Countries Receiving Project Support

The big result of projects held in this fiscal
year was not only participation in the
national conference and the study tour of
UNESCO Global Geopark in Japan, but also
visiting Thailand, aiming for regional
sustainable development, having workshops
and interviews with people involved, and
sharing of opinions local
residents and people involved about what
the local residents want and what is needed
for the further promotion of geopark
activities.

Approximately 50 people participated in
the workshop in Thailand. We shared many
experiences
geoparks with them and developed the
workshop with an emphasis on dialogue.

with many

and examples of Japanese
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This was an opportunity to share the goals
various actors in Satun hope to achieve
through establishing geoparks and discuss
the potential of regional development using
geoparks. From the response of participants
and co-hosts, we expect that the efforts of
geopark activities in the region will be
accelerated. Through the workshop, we built
a strong relationship of trust among the
members of the two countries. Based on this
relationship, we want to promote the next
project: holding workshops in regions other
than Satun, and promoting further geopark
activities in Thailand.

In addition, we found that through
participation in the JGN conference and
study tour of a UNESCO Global Geopark,
invited participants from the other six
countries in addition to Thailand recognized
clearly the purposes or results of geopark
activities and goals based on the current
situation in their respective countries. It is
expected that this will enable geopark
activities in each country to be further
promoted.

Centering activities in Thailand, we
believe that cooperating with neighboring
countries especially those in the Indochina
region, will lead to the strengthening of the
network in the Asia-Pacific region and
support for the establishment of new
geoparks in countries with no geoparks.

C-2 Japanese Geoparks and Staff Capacity
Building

The JGN International
Working Group, consisting of 16 geoparks
and 30 members, planned and managed this
project on In the
management of the parallel session of the
national conference, and in the study tour of
the Toya Caldera and Usu Volcano UNESCO
Global Geopark, we shared practical
experiences thanks to  the
participation of guides supporting geopark
activities. The members of the JGN
International Collaboration Working Group,
as well as invited participants, recognized
the necessity of international contributions
and the importance of network activities,

Collaboration

its own 1nitiative.

active
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and a good result was obtained in terms of
staff capacity building. Notably,
approximately 40 percent of the JGN
International Collaboration Working Group
are women and one-third of the members

since

are new staff participating in starting from
2017, in geopark activities, which had until
then had been mainly managed by men, the
areas of activities managed by women are
expanding and new opportunities to train
new staff who will engage in activities that
focus on the situation of geoparks in other
countries, as well as Japan have arisen.

C-3 UNESCO’s Medium-Term Strategy and
Contributions to the SDGs

The activities in the UNESCO Global
Geoparks to  promote
sustainable development, and
activities for world peace, based on the idea
of geotourism which satisfies both the
preservation of regional resources, including
geography and geological heritages, and
economic activities. The activities in the
UNESCO Global Geoparks will serve the
attainment of UNESCO's Medium-Term
Strategy for 2014-2021 (37C/4) and the UN’s
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

In the future, we wish to consider and
implement projects with specific outcomes to
contribute to UNESCO's Medium-Term
Strategy (37C/4) and the SDGs.

are regional

expand

C-4 Moving Towards Future International

Cooperation Led by Geoparks in Japan

This program aims to establish support
programs based on the situations in each
country to accomplish the support for
capacity development in the Asia-Pacific
region by considering the situations and
experiences of hosts and invited participants
with different points of view, and by sharing
these throughout the dialogue. Through
projects in fiscal 2016 and 2017, we
re-recognized the situations in each country,
the high expectations for geopark activities,
and the possibility that the promotion of
geopark activities could lead to vitalization
according to the situations in each region
and their sustainability even if there are
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different situations in each country. We
could not have known this without the
development of the projects.

Applying the experiences of the last two
years, JGN will maximize the power of its
network to help explore and improve
support that matches the conditions and
of through
workshops in the local regions. At the same
time, we reconfirmed that the sharing of
concrete examples of successes and failures
in each region of the JGN was effective in
imagining or embodying the plans of
geoparks by the invited participants.
Therefore, JGN will pursue more of this
kind of support that is typical of JGN.

In fiscal 2018, in cooperation with the
UNESCO Office in Jakarta, we will hold a
geopark workshop in Japan intended for
people involved in  the  National
Commissions for UNESCO the
Asia-Pacific region. To promote geopark
activities in the Asia Pacific region, it is
essential to build a relationship with the
UNESCO Office in Jakarta and for the
National Commission for UNESCO in each
country to understand geopark activities
and to share information. JGN hopes to

needs individual countries

in

realize a Japanese-style “international
cooperation to stimulate networking
activities between geoparks in the

Asia-Pacific region.”
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