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Niigata’s prefectural stone
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FREDRICE S T=RAN IR X IR I A /- DER
Jade from Itoigawa UNESCO Global Geopark certified as the stone of Niigata Prefecture

EE R -BERF-FHF EE2-FE-A2-NMKAF - W ZERE - BEEFE
MIYAJIMA Hiroshi!, KUROISHI TakashiZ, HIRANO YoshikiZ, ITO KazuhisaZ, MATSUKI Tomoko?, UTAGAWA Takiji’,
TAKASE Yoshihiro®, ISHII Osamu®, NAKAMURA Yasushi* and YONEDA Toru®

LAY A= 2 BT AF 20 28JIGAMA 3NPOEH OV IFR—2—X 4 HFEREZRBEOHICT L
1: Itoigawa Geopark Tour Guide 2: Itoigawa Shinkumi Bank 3: NPO Supporters for City Development 4: Association to make jade the
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Keywords: Jade, Jadeite, Niigata's prefectural stone, National stone, Protection, Utilization
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Attractive information of the Banbaura Coast to be utilized as tourism resource
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1: College of Bioresource Sciences, Nihon University 2: Faculty of Regional Environment Science, Tokyo University of Agriculture
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What is the impact of the NHK TV drama series “Ranman” on tourism in Kochi Prefecture?
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1: Tosashimizu Geopark Promotion Committee 2: Muroto Geopark promotion committee
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How to establish a win-win situation in cooperation - experiences between
Chichibu Geopark and the Impact Crater Lake Geopark area in Finland

Keywords: Impact Crater Lake Geopark, Lappajérvi, AIRA, Chichibu, meteorite

The Impact Crater Lake Geopark has been in
operation for almost 7 years now. Right from the start, it
was decided that we would aim to learn from other
geoparks and hear about their best practices. In addition
to the European Geoparks, we were also interested in
Japan because we had already established some
connections there. Impact Crater Lake was designated as
anew UNESCO Global Geopark in spring 2024.

Lake Lappajarvi is Europe’s largest meteorite impact
crater lake, which was formed 78 million years ago by a
meteor impact. An asteroid of about 1 km in diameter
collided in an area between Mars and Jupiter and was
thrown out of orbit, ultimately hitting the Earth with a
velocity of 17 km/s (60,000 km/h) (Fig. 1). The collision
and the vast explosion vaporized the H-chondrite
meteorite itself and created a 750 m deep and 22 km
wide crater (Fig. 2).

The unique nature of the Impact Crater Lake, the
forests, the clean air, the diverse activities, the
experiences, and encounters with the local people are
the main reasons for tourists to want to spend their
holidays in the area known as the Impact Crater Lake
Geopark. The aforementioned tourist attractions also
attract international visitors.

The basis of the cooperation is the idea that both areas
can respect their own heritage and their own ways of
doing things. Both partners should be equal, but they
would have their own strengths that could be shared
with each other. Finnish and Japanese cultures have
their own special features, and at first they might seem

very different from each other. However, the basic

Figure 1. In the Geopark's Visitor Center, you can
experience a 13-minute virtual trip to the asteroid belt
between the planets Mars and Jupiter

GTK:

Figure 2. Geopark's meteorite crater, with crater rims
and a central uplift in the middle, Karna island, where the
world's rarest rock species - karnaite - is exposed

values are the same in both countries; everyone’s right
to express their opinion, rectitude, honesty,
trustworthiness, and loyalty are important.
The goal of the collaboration with a Japanese
Geopark is to create structures:
- Cooperation in student training. Agreements will be
created with Japan, which will facilitate the students'

migration to the Impact Crater Lake Geopark area, and
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at a later stage enable their employment and

integration into the region.

- Utilising the agreements to help promote tourism of the
Impact Crater Lake Geopark in Japan.

- Exportation and importation: the goal is to create at
least one twin city agreement with Japan. The
agreements will make it easier to create an import/
export platform for the regions, which guarantees an
increase in regional exports.

By combining the already existing skills and
knowledge of the locals and increasing the cooperation
between the public and the private sectors in the
Geopark area (4 municipalities) we have been able to
build the Asteroid and Impactite Research Academy
(hereinafter, this is called "AIRA") that operates on an
international scale. The Asteroid and Impactite Research
Foundation is a research center that supports and
promotes children and young people's knowledge of
science and technology, as well as education and
development through research projects and networking.

The Research Academy is equipped with high quality
polarizing microscopes, stereomicroscopes, a high
quality 300 mm telescope and well-organized
laboratories that can be used for quantitative and
qualitative studies. All basic tools needed for field work
and laboratory work are available for students,
researchers and visitors. The Research Academy
organizes public lectures, events and courses for
schools, and offers field work opportunities for students
studying at the University of Helsinki.

The first agreement was made with Chichibu Geopark

in Saitama Prefecture.

AIRA is a good example of cooperation between
municipal and state organizations, which can be utilized
in education and science. Without the municipalities of
the Impact Crater Lake Geopark area and the
willingness of the University of Helsinki, this would not
have been possible. Chichibu Geopark deserves thanks
for the brave opening of cooperation and organizing this

presentation event.
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What is the collaboration between a theatrical performance and a geopark? -Hosting the
San’in Kaigan Geopark Forum and subsequent efforts-
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“Primitive Experience” aims to create unforgettable memories for parents and children.
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Local production for local commerce -What can we do as high school students?-
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