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Fig 3. Poster introducing geopark activities in Thailand
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GEOPARKS ACTIVITIES IN VIETNAM
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Fig 4. Poster introducing geopark activities in Vietnam
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B-3-6. Content of Excursion

Once the national conference concluded, there
was a visit to Georia, a museum that is a central
facility of the Izu Peninsula Geopark, and
participation in an exchange meeting with local
residents held at a hotel in Ito City.

The following day, the group toured geosites in
Ito City where it is possible to systematically learn
about landforms formed by volcanoes. One of these
locations was the Mt. Omuro monogenetic volcano,
a designated national natural monument. The entire
mountain with its scoria cone is subject to a
controlled burn every year, which makes for a
beautiful mountain always covered in annual plants.
Approaching the Mt. Omuro summit by means
other than the chair lift is prohibited in order to
conserve vegetation, a fact that was a point of
interest for the invited participants. Furthermore, at
the Jogasaki Coast, a coast created by lava flowing
from Mt. Omuro, participants seemed to be
impressed that local elementary school students
were serving as guides (see photo 17-18).

BE 17 EERLDOEH ) T S TORENEBMNT EBEE 18 ByrEERTO, #ITm/hNFEICKDZAA R
BNTWBREL Photo 18. Local elementary school students guiding at
Photo 17. Mt. Omuro summit by means other than the the Jogasaki Coast
chair lift is prohibited in order to conserve

vegetation

B-3-7T £$¢HI—F 1V 7ONRE
FEDI—T 4T TIE ARIOT 0T T

LAZDOWT, HHEEE D DIRO X 9 7480

HFEohniz,

(1) BRSAN—VEEXRETEL 2L HEA
2 & HRICE-C L

B-3-7. Content of Wrap up Meeting
At the Wrap up meeting, invited participants
provided the following opinions on the program:
(1) The Most Educational and Memorable Parts
of the

Conference:

Japanese Geopark National
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Mayors’ Session — [ was able to hear from the

mayors of various geoparks about their
determination for geopark involvement.
Network — Many people involved in geoparks
engaged in exchange. I was able to exchange
information with other countries.

Parallel Session — Engaging in discussions
allowed for learning. It was possible to arrive at
a kind of conclusion.

Conference Operation — [ was able to learn about
the order of activities, and about parallel session
and teamwork.

Open-Air Geomarket — This felt like an
opportunity for many people to learn about
geoparks (see photo 19).

Poster Session — The handwritten posters by
high school students were impressive. Not only
scientists, but also local residents were doing

what they could.

(2) The Most Educational and Memorable Parts

of the Excursion:

Georia — the videos were easy to understand and
it was possible to touch the specimens and
exhibits.

Storytelling — the order of visits to things made
by volcanic activity and then to volcano itself.
The fact that Mt. Omuro is only accessible by
chair lift — this is a good example of
conservation.

Geoguides — the guides were not young, but they
were passionate and exhibited professionalism.
Exchange meeting — 1 was able to become
acquainted with local people.

Hiking — this is a good way to enjoy nature.

(3) Other

measurcs

Discussions took place on international
at the Japanese Geopark National

Conference and on the current state of tourism in

Japan.
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Photo 19. Looking around the geo-market which featured
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B-3-8. Content of Courtesy Visit to the
Japanese National Commission for
UNESCO
(1) Courtesy Visit
o Welcoming Remarks: Secretary General Koichi
Morimoto, Japanese National Commission for
UNESCO

e Address from Invited Participant
Representative:
Pakkaporn Singhwachiraworakul

e Major Activities of the Japanese National
Commission for UNESCO: Shiho Matano

e Evaluation System for UNESCO Global
Geoparks in Japan: Fumiko Sendai

(2) Opinion Exchange

e The national geopark committee in Vietnam was
established just one month ago within the
Ministry of  Natural Resources and
Environment. The National Commission for
UNESCO is in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

e In Thailand, the Satun region is planning to
submit the country’s first UNESCO global
geopark application. There is still no national
committee.

BE 20 XERFEEIZ, BAAXRAIEREZEES 2. BERXBZTo1,
Photo 20. Courtesy visit to the Japanese National Commission for UNESCO
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B-3-9. Response of Project Countries

[Malaysia]

e [ learned about the Japanese geopark system
through interacting with Project staff. The
marvelous combination of bottom-up and
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Photo 21. Tanot Unjah introducing
geopark activities of
Malyasia

top-down systems is its secret to success.

The geotours involved elementary school
children as guides in geopark activities, giving
them the experience of expressing what they had
learned in their own words. The Langkawi
UNESCO Global

incorporates geopark content into schools, with

Geopark also currently
students learning about nature and culture. The
Izu Peninsula Geopark approach will definitely
be beneficial to school programs in Langkawi.

[Thailand]
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This was a very well structured conference. In
particular, the conference succeeded in the
difficult endeavor of bringing together people
involved in local governments and local
residents all in the same venue. It was very
interesting.

I felt that national conferences are a very
significant activity because the most important
elements in the initial stages of geopark
establishment and development are networking
and the sharing of knowledge.

I was surprised that the heads of Ilocal
governments that are the leaders of geopark
management  answered  questions  from
specialists on stage and engaged in discussions.
It was wonderful.

It was incredibly interesting that the local
community was involved in the conference
program. For instance, local residents
expressing themselves by arranging flowers
according to their concepts of the beauty and
nature of geosites.

Student poster presentations were very good.
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Photo 22. At ‘Georia’ the central facility of
the Izu Peninsula Geopark
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This was a very good opportunity for younger
generations to be expressive regarding regional
resources.

The most important thing was that we were able
to be part of a national conference ourselves.
Georia was a wonderful facility where anyone
can easily learn about the Izu Peninsula Geopark
through the exhibits (see photo 22).

The excursion allowed me to experience a
geotrail that made good use of the geostory and
geosite. I think I was able to understand the story

of eruptions and volcanoes.

[Vietnam]
The posters gave invited participants the chance
to learn about various geoparks in Japan while at
the same time introducing current conditions in
their respective geoparks. I want to introduce
local products and other things to my own
country.
The museum where we could handle rock
specimens and learn about the origin of a river
using a special model was a new and valuable
experience for me.
Guides were well versed in geological
knowledge and it was very informative to see
how they perfectly and passionately
communicated this information to tourists. In
Vietnam, there are almost no tour guides in local
regions and it is currently the case that it is not

well known how to develop the tourism industry.
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Japanese Geopark Evaluator Workshop, Project Summary Conference, Other
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B-4-1. Outline

[Date] December 9(Friday) — 11(Sunday), 2016

[Location] Japanese Geopark Evaluator Workshop:
Elizabeth Rose Hall, United Nations
University, Tokyo
Project Summary Conference: Zenkoku
Choson Kaikan, Tokyo

[Program]

= AN
H#2 date Evaﬁﬁig{o’i@ hop JGN Capacity Development Project
9 A (&) 16:00-18:00 7YY =2 hI—T 4 7
9 (Fri) Project Meeting
18:30-20:30 | HlbEx BlEZIZSM
Ice breaker Participating in Ice breaker
10 A (1) 9:30-17:30 | FHEBEMHER FEHEENHES 2 HHE (R
10 (Sat) Workshop Participate in Evaluator Workshop
11 H(H) 9:30-17:30 71 ¥ x 7 MRFESHE
11 (Sun) Project Summary Conference
18:00-20:00 A%
Dinner
B-4-2 HAIY A — 7 HhW#EA BB B-4-2. Content of Japanese Geopark
L2ONE Evaluator Workshop
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The Japan Geoparks Committee (JGC), which
is Japan’s geopark certifying institution, performs
evaluation for national geoparks in Japan. JGC had
created an independent checklist based on the
UNESCO Global Geopark guidelines and self
evaluation form; however, the ambiguity of its
standards had become an issue.

This led to the opening of the Japan Geopark
Evaluator Workshop, which was held with the
objective of creating a new self evaluation form for
national geoparks suitable to the conditions in
Japan, while at the same time adhering to the
content of the UNESCO Global Geopark self
evaluation form. The following were the attendees:
JGC members, individuals working at Japanese
geoparks who work with JGC committee members
on field evaluations, and personnel responsible for

scientific matters at Japanese geoparks.
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Photo 23. Invitees attended the Japanese Geopark Evaluator Workshop as observers
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At the workshop, individual taskforce leaders
gave progress reports on categories where there had
been prior deliberation. All of the participants
shared and discussed this information. Invited
project participants observed discussions all-day
and gained an awareness of the importance of a
network where involved parties can pursue in-depth
discussions with each other (see photo 23).

B-4-3. Content of Project Meeting

(1) Reflecting on the Project

Yuka Omae: Brief Overview and Outcomes:

Geoparks Niigata International Forum

Nire Kagaya: Brief Overview and Outcomes:

International Conference on UNESCO Global

Geoparks

Riyeko Fujii: Brief Overview and Outcomes: the

National Conference of JGN

(2) Introduction to the Japanese Geopark
Evaluator Workshop: The
System for Japanese Geoparks (Shinsuke

Evaluation

Nakamura)

This session provided an explanation of the
objectives and content of the Japanese Geopark
Evaluator Workshop, which would be held the
following day, and on the evaluation system for
Japanese geoparks.
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Photo 24. Reviewing the outcomes of the project at the meeting
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B-4-4. Content of

Conference

Project

Summary

(1) Review of the Japanese Geopark Evaluator
Workshop (Shinsuke Nakamura)
(2) Introduction to the Project Summary
Conference (Hiroko Torigoe)
(3) Experiences Gained from the Project
[Southeast
Chanchana Khamcha]

The comparison at the Izu Peninsula workshop

Asian  Participant  Perspective:

between stakeholders in my country and Japan was
very informative. It was also impressive that
Japanese mayors actively participate in geopark
meetings, which I thought could be a clue to the
resolution of various issues. I was surprised to see
students at the poster presentation. It is wonderful
that it was not targeted only to scientists, but also
included regular people.
[Japanese Participant Perspective: Hikari Shiba]
Amidst the sharing of activity results and
issues that went beyond the boundaries of regions
and nations, I was able to palpably sense a global
scale network. Listening to the opinions of the
invited participants allowed me to rediscover the
uniqueness and appeal of activities in Japan, and it
was very beneficial to be able to think about future
international development.
(4) Challenges for Geoparks and Expectations
for Future International Cooperation

[In Malaysia: Tanot Unjah]

e Malaysia is lagging behind in terms of
because

organizational management

management is spread across multiple states.
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Collaboration between local areas and state
agencies is inadequate. There is a need to further
investigate collaborations with communities and
supplement what we have done to date.

e We have an issue with continuous leadership at
all our geoparks because the staff responsible in
state agencies changes every three or four years.
It was informative that mayors in Japan provide
leadership. Of course, scientific matters require
the leadership of scientists.

e Continuity in public education is important.
Programs for the community in collaboration
with universities and conservation programs for
the secretariat may be needed as well.

e One issue is whether local guides can talk about
not only geology, but also natural and cultural
elements. It is necessary to create a forum for
information exchange where guides can educate
each other.

e The primary issue of cultural and geological
heritage is the coexistence of consumption and
conservation. Geoparks need to examine how
these should coexist. There are also issues that
are unique to developing countries. I hope to use
developed countries as a reference point in my
deliberation.

[In Thailand: Tawsaporn Nuchanong]

Through discussions in the program, I was
able to sense the need to have a greater
understanding of the fact that geoparks are an
activity that involves the region. I want to arrange
a system that allows a bottom-up approach, a
system where the region can know more about
geoparks. My hope for the future is a further
sharing of experience and knowledge through
international cooperation.

[In Vietnam: Tran Thi Hoang Mai]

Collaboration ~ with  researchers  and
government agencies is necessary in order to
determine the value of geological heritage and
develop sustainable conservation models. It is
necessary to establish support from various fields,
both domestically and overseas. I think that it might
be beneficial to have even more monetary
investment, since this can lead to regional
development.
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(5) Possible International Cooperation of
Geoparks with Support from Japanese
Geoparks (Kana Furusawa)

e The project during this fiscal year allowed me to
partially glimpse a direction for future
international collaboration. Specifically, I would
like to propose to continue this project by
holding a workshop in one of the countries
eligible for project and by implementing hosting
programs.

e We worked to promote gender equality, which is
also established as the fifth of seventeen

Goals (SDGs).

Moving forward, it is important to improve

Sustainable Development
conditions in Asia, including Japan.

e The elements of Japan’s experience that can be
shared are the examples of successes and
failures of the following: a bottom-up approach;
the promotion of participation by residents in the
region; efforts to popularize geoparks; the
hosting of meetings and workshops, including
hands-on booths at Geofairs; national network
and other activities.

e The preparation of materials and tools is

important in order to understand systems that
vary by country.
Designation as a geopark is not the goal but the
start. What is important is how to develop
sustainable activities and what vision is held for
the future.

e It is important to gain a more in-depth
understanding of UNESCO.

(6) Possible International Cooperation of
Geoparks with Support from the UNESCO
Regional Science Bureau for Asia and the
Pacific (Professor Shahbaz Khan)

Currently, IGGP activities in the Asia-Pacific
region exist in only a few countries and
understanding is limited as well.

With regards to the implementation of this
program, I hope for even more ties with UNESCO.
The UNESCO Regional Science Bureau for Asia
and the Pacific has been engaged in an international
collaboration between IGGP and other UNESCO
programs since July 2016. It is anticipated that there
will be collaborations between UNESCO programs
and opportunities created for collaboration between
National Commissions for UNESCO.
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Photo 25. Professor Shabaz Khan presenting on the
international cooperation of geoparks with
support from the UNESCO Jakarta
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(7) Introduction to the Coordinating
Committee for Geoscience Programmes
in East and Southeast Asia: CCOP
(Tawsaporn Nuchanong)

e CCOP is an intergovernmental program

established in 1966. This year is its fiftieth, with
approximately 300 people participating.

e Headquartered in Bangkok, Thailand, there are

currently 14 member nations: Cambodia, China,

Indonesia, Japan, South Korea, Laos, Malaysia,

Myanmar, Papua New Guinea, Philippines,

Singapore, Thailand, Timor-Leste, and Vietnam.

e It is possible to consider future collaboration

with CCOP.

(8) Brief Summary of the History of Geopark
Promotion in Japan — To Better Understand
the Present Situation in Japan (Mabhito
Watanabe)

e Introduced the opportunity that led local

governments to play an active role in geopark

endeavors in Japan.

(9) Q&A Session and Discussion

o Although local governments are the main agents

of geopark promotion in Japan, the efforts of

geologists make geopark promotion possible in

Malaysia, Thailand, and Vietnam.

It is not the goal of UNESCO Global Geoparks

to become designated, but rather the goal is tools

and models for sustainable development.

B-4-5. Response of Project Countries
[Malaysia]

e We would like to share superb examples and best
practices through an international networking
that incorporates a diversity of concerned
parties.

We would like to share the best practices related
to geopark establishment and hold a focus
workshop to deal with region related issues

(poverty, environmental preservation).
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We would like to share geopark activity best
practices through workshops for a diverse group
of concerned parties (e.g. geopark managers,
researchers, participants from the region).

Establishment of research subsidies for the
research and/or development of geopark
approaches and methods. We would especially
like to increase the knowledge of women and
youth, and to promote the development of

sightseeing tours and local goods.

[Thailand]

We want to move forward with mutual exchange
between geopark staff in order to share
information on geoparks in other countries.

We want to apply the Japanese model in
Thailand and promote network activities.

We want to move forward with the promotion of
creation between JGN/JGC and
TGN/TGC.

In the future, we want to engage in exchange
with

agreements (on all levels, including agreements

network

other countries through affiliation

with national geoparks).

[Vietnam]
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We are considering joint research and
publication of scientific papers on geoparks,
including papers on geology and geography.

We hope that the Japanese Geoparks Network
(JGN) will play a central role in promoting
capacity development on geological
conservation and geoparks so that the members
of the Vietnam National Commission for
UNESCO, the Vietnam National Geoparks
Committee, and the Vietnam Geoparks
Management Commission may strengthen their
capabilities.

The Vietnam National
UNESCO and the

Committee are

Commission  for
Vietnam  Geoparks
considering holding an
international workshop at the Cao Bang
Geopark between May and July 2017.

The Vietnam National
UNESCO  will

promotion in Vietnam.

Commission for

support future geopark
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Project Results
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Support for Establishing New Geoparks in Countries Receiving Project Support
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Japan is said to have an active domestic network
for Japanese geopark activities. Allowing
invited project participants to observe and share
actual conditions in Japan, including both the
positive and negative aspects, made it possible
for them to experience the wide range of geopark
activities and gave them a new perspective to
spark geopark activities in their own countries.

Specifically, it was possible to confirm that
sharing unique JGN activities — namely, its
style of that
incorporate a diverse range of concerned parties

middle-up-down activities
such as regional residents, schools, and various
organizations, as well as deep ties with the
— holds an
important meaning as a type of support only

mayors of local governments

JGN can provide.
The participation by the National Commissions
for UNESCO of the invited Project countries
and the UNESCO Office in Jakarta (UNESCO
Regional Science Bureau for Asia and the
Pacific) had, at the very least, an effect on
geopark related organizations from the invited
Thailand

proceeded to a detailed plan for its next stage,

Project countries. in particular
with geopark establishment efforts accelerated
due to factors such as the active participation of
the Thailand Department of Mineral Resources
and collaboration with the Japanese National
UNESCO. For Vietnam,
participation by the Vietnam National
Commission for UNESCO, which is a key

organization in that country, makes it highly

Commission for

possible that the establishment of geopark
related systems will accelerate in Vietnam.
Malaysia, where the APGN Secretariat is

located, gained a foothold for advancing even
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more active collaborations for the popularization
of geoparks in the Asia Pacific region as a whole.
Invited project countries have already begun
new undertakings that utilize their experiences
in Japan. Specifically, Thailand and Vietnam
have reported that application dossiers for
UNESCO Global Geoparks were submitted
within 2016.
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Japanese Geoparks and Staff Capacity Building
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Despite some trial-and-error, working with an
international perspective to assemble and
implement an effective project plan contributed
greatly to improving project staff capacity for
international collaboration. Furthermore,
involvement with this project did not improve
only individual staff capacity, but also led to an
objective understanding of current conditions in
geopark regions where these staff are located.
This was the first chance for people involved in
geoparks in Japan to work together towards an
international collaboration. It was possible to get
to know each other better and to establish a
system of mutual cooperation.

Although the parallel session on international
collaboration at the National Conference were
the first parallel session held in English, it was
possible to pursue discussions with not only
invited participants and project staff, but also

with other people involved with Japanese

geoparks in Japan.
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Photo 26. At the Fossa Magna
Museum of Itoigawa
UNESCO Global
Geopark
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Photo 27. At the Riviera International
Centre
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Moving Towards Future International Cooperation led by Japanese Geoparks
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Implementation of this program provided
many new experiences and discoveries to both the
hosts and the invited participants. These new
experiences and discoveries tied into capacity
development. Repeated trial-and-error allowed
many things to be learned with regards to project
management, such as formulating agendas in order
to make each individual project significant,
selection of invited participants to maximize the
content of these projects, and various arrangements
to make all of these elements function smoothly. It
also became clear that sharing a country’s system is
essential for mutual understanding and increased
collaboration with other nations. Moreover, there
was a solid sense that in order to develop geoparks
in the Asia Pacific region there is an essential need
to form relationships with regional UNESCO Field
offices and National Commissions for UNESCO.

Applying the experiences of this fiscal year as
it moves forward, JGN will maximize the power of
the “network” as its seeks to hold workshops in
regions eligible for support, workshops which
match the conditions and needs of individual
countries. Furthermore, JGN will maintain a
primary focus on sharing the state of activities
within Japan. As it continues to pursue and refine
these goals, JGN hopes to realize a Japanese-style
“international cooperation to stimulate networking
activities between geoparks in the Asia-Pacific
region.”
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