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Characteristics of Japanese Geopark Officers and Their Multiple Activities Toward
Sustainable Regional Development
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Abstract

We conducted a comprehensive survey on the characteristics and activities of the Japanese Geopark Officers, which we define as those who are
employed by organizations running geopark such as local governments/municipalities to engage in geopark activities by taking advantage of their
expertise and knowledge as researchers. We obtained filled questionnaires from 59 respondents over 36 UNESCO Global/national Geoparks including
those in preparation. The findings are as follows: the Geopark Officers consist mainly of young researchers with unstable employment condition;
their specialties, academic background, and professional experience are rich in diversity; and administrative duties related to dissemination and
preparation for designation or re-designation tend to dominate a significant part of their working hours. Free descriptive answers show that although
many Geopark Officers have enthusiasm for engaging in regional development through their vocational activities, harsh working conditions make it

difficult to devote themselves to what they initially intend.
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Table 1 Geopark’s names, category (UNESCO Global Geopark, national Geopark, in preparation), number of respondents, prefecture, number of

municipalities. (as of July 1, 2016)
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